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Pretoria National Botanical Garden: Saturday 6 September 2025 

 

 Order of Proceedings 
African Pride Room: Main Programme, Coucal Room: Supplementary Talks 

Kids’ Book Reading Corner, near the Concert Stage 

 
Time  Venue   Detail  Speaker 

06:00 – 
08:30 

Early-morning Bird Walks (Limited Numbers in small groups) 
Leaving from the main entrance on Cussonia Avenue (M16) 

Including:  BirdLife Northern Gauteng Bird Ringing Station and demonstration at their usual site at the 
north-eastern section of the garden. 

All Day Bird Fair Big 
Day 

Bird Fair Birding Big Day - BirdLasser Challenge  
To register, visit 
https://birdlife.glueup.com/event/south-african-
bird-fair-2025-114668/  

 

All Day Concert Stage South African Voice Artist, Actor, MC and Content 
Creator. His comical undertone and infectious 
personality translates well across all mediums. 
 

Themba Robin 

09:00 –  
10:00 

Coucal Room Firefinch Workshop Faansie Peacock 

09:00 – 
09:05 

African Pride 
Room  

Welcome Address 
 

Mark D. Anderson 
BirdLife South Africa’s CEO 
 

09:05 – 
09:15 

African Pride 
Room  

BirdLife South Africa’s Logo Kurt Martin 
BirdLife South Africa’s 
Communications Manager 

09:15 – 
09:45 

African Pride 
Room  

African Peng"win": a victory for African Penguins 
and a call for continued conservation 

Dr Hanneline Smit-
Robinson 
BirdLife South Africa’s Head 
of Conservation  

09:45 – 
10:30 

African Pride 
Room  
 

Lead poisoning in vultures: driving the switch to 
lead-free ammunition 
 

Dr Linda van den Heever  
Species Conservation 
Programme Manager, 
BirdLife South Africa and 
Justin Henry, Vulture 
Project Manager, BirdLife 
South Africa 

09:30 – 
10:15 

Kids Book 
Reading Corner 

Piffy and Zenzy Go Birding Narrated by 
Brenda Daniels 

https://birdlife.glueup.com/event/south-african-bird-fair-2025-114668/
https://birdlife.glueup.com/event/south-african-bird-fair-2025-114668/
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10:00 – 
10:30 

Coucal Room Chamberlain Birding Gauteng 2 – A Guide to Birding 
in Wider Gauteng 

Etienne Marais 
Indicator Birding 

10:30 – 
11:00 

African Pride 
Room  
 

South African National Biodiversity Institute 
(SANBI)’s contributions towards supporting the 
biodiversity sector in South Africa 

Christopher Willis 
Chief Director: National 
Botanical Gardens, SANBI 

10:30 – 
11:00 

Coucal Room  Birding for Beginners: Open Your Eyes to a Lifelong 
Wild Obsession 
 

Wian Van Zyl  
One Day Safaris 

10:30 – 
11:15 

Kids Book 
Reading Corner 

The Twins' South African Bird Tour 
 

Andrew de Blocq 
Author 

11:00 –  
11:30 

Coucal Room From Backyards to Big Data: How Citizen Science 
Powers Bird Conservation 

Dr Alan Lee  
Science and Innovation 
Programme Manager, 
BirdLife South Africa 

11:00 –  
12:00 

African Pride 
Room  
 

30/30: Thirty years, thirty lifers Faansie Peacock 
Ornithologist, Author, Artist 
& Publisher 

11:30 – 
12:00 

Coucal Room The White-winged Flufftail - using Africa's rarest and 
most threatened waterbird as a flagship species for 
wetland conservation 

Dr Kyle Lloyd, Wetland 
Conservation Project 
Manager/Rockjumper 
Fellow of White-winged 
Flufftail Conservation, 
BirdLife South Africa and Dr 
Marlize Muller, 
Steenkampsberg 
Conservation Officer, 
BirdLife South Africa 

11:30 – 
12:15 

Kids Book 
Reading Corner 

Run Until You Can Fly 
 

Brenda Daniels 
Author 

12:00 –  
12:30 

African Pride 
Room  
 

Vultures and elephants: a complicated relationship 
 

Prof. Ara Monadjem 
Professor, Department of 
Biological Sciences, 
University of Eswatini 

12:00 – 
12:30 

Coucal Room Birds, Birding, and Bird Guides – BirdLife South 
Africa’s Avitourism Project 

John Kinghorn 
Avitourism Project 
Manager, BirdLife South 
Africa 

12:30 – 
13:15 

African Pride 
Room  
 

Saving Marion Island's Seabirds - The Mouse-Free 
Marion Project  
 

John Cooper 
News Correspondent, 
Mouse-Free Marion Project 

12:30 – 
13:00 

Coucal Room Gardening is for the birds! 
 

Jonathan Leeming 
Speaker, Author & 
Conservationist 
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12:30 – 
13:15 

Kids Book 
Reading Corner 

There's a Dinosaur in my tree Zoleka Mkhize 
Grasslands Community 
Conservation Officer 

13:00 – 
13:30 

Coucal Room Birds on the Brink: Learn about South Africa’s 
Threatened Birds and those trying to save them 
 

Dr Alan Lee 
Science and Innovation 
Programme Manager, 
BirdLife South Africa 

13:15 –  
14:00 

African Pride 
Room  

Bringing Back the Biodiversity of Birds, Butterflies & 
Bees: The Power of Plant Choice 

Dr Lynn Katsoulis 
Systems Ecologist 

13:30 – 
14:00 

Coucal Room Bird on the Brink: Botha’s Lark Matthew Orolowitz 
Birding Ecotours Fellow of 
Grasslands Conservation, 
BirdLife South Africa 

14:00 – 
14:30 

Coucal Room Redefining Birding: A Student Club’s Journey to 
Inspire, Include, and Educate 

Onderstepoort Birding 
Club  
 

14:30 – 
15:30 

Coucal Room Bïndo  Birding – An Introduction to South Africa’s 
Latest Listing and Atlasing App 

The Bïndo Birding Team 

14:00 – 
14:45 

African Pride 
Room  

2025 BirdLife South Africa Photography 
Competition Winner Announcements 

Roger Machin 
Canon South Africa 

15:00 – 
16:30 

African Pride 
Room  
 

Owl Awards (by Invitation only)  BirdLife South Africa 


