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Welcome to the African Bird Fair 2022 – the biggest event in African birding! 

Register and join the fun at www.eventmobi.com/birdfair. 

 

History of the event 

BirdLife South Africa hosts the annual African Bird Fair. Traditionally, this event is held in the 

beautiful Walter Sisulu National Botanical Garden in Johannesburg, South Africa. The day is 

known for the many lectures, workshops, guided birding walks, exhibitions, and activities on 

offer. In the grips of the pandemic in 2020 and facing travel and gathering restrictions, BirdLife 

South Africa felt that we needed to give people hope and not cancel the Bird Fair. We pivoted 

to a virtual platform, and the rest is history. This turned out to be the best-attended African Bird 

Fair ever, with an estimated 3000+ birders tuning in from over 30 countries across Africa and 

the world. We managed to maintain the same spirit of the fair, featuring virtual exhibitor booths, 

expert presenters, a quiz, and even a fundraising silent auction. The virtual platform was again 

used in 2021 to great success. 

 

In 2022, we are continuing with our virtual platform, but also adding in an in-person event to 

take the African Bird Fair to a hybrid status. Our virtual platform has allowed us to open up the 

African Bird Fair to new communities across Africa and the world, and it would be a shame for 

us to exclude these audiences. But we do realise that there are elements of our previous in-

person events that are just impossible to replicate, so we are hosting our Johannesburg-based 

supporters at our headquarters Isdell House in Dunkeld on Saturday 23 July. We will have artists, 

coffee, binoculars displays and cleaning, various stalls, and of course our Shop For The Birds! will 

be open as well. Please do come through from 9 until 5 if you are a local. 

 

We would like to thank our Headline sponsor, Swarovski Optik, as well as our Platinum, Gold 

and Silver sponsors for supporting this event and making it possible, and to you for attending 

and supporting the work of BirdLife South Africa and its partners across Africa.  

 

The Programme 

This year’s programme is split over one-and-a-half days from 22-23 July. The details of the 

programme, including the session themes, the speaker details, times and more, are available 

below. We have managed to attract another star-studded line-up of presenters, Including 

general programming, three workshops, and two keynotes. 
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Most of the content is free to attend provided that you have registered using your email address 

at www.eventmobi.com/birdfair. However, there are five events that will require the purchase 

of a ticket. These are our two keynote speakers and our three workshops. The two keynote 

speakers are Jonathan Franzen, the world-famous American novelist, and Dr Samuel Temidayo 

Osinubi, a popular presenter and a professional ornithologist. Our three workshops are themed 

around garden birds, grassveld birding, and bushveld birding. Each paid event is R100 

(approximately 6 USD) with the option to add donations in increments of R50 on top of that.  

 

Sponsor, bird club and exhibitor booths 

We have a range of sponsors, bird clubs, and exhibitors for our event, each with their own virtual 

booth on the platform. Make sure to visit these during the Fair! They range from tour operators 

to artists to conservation organizations. 

 

Silent auction  

This year we are again hosting a silent auction to raise funds for BirdLife South Africa and its 

conservation work. All the items have been kindly donated by supporters and range from bottles 

of wine to bird art and even luxury weekends away! Please take special note when placing your 

bids regarding postage and delivery, if applicable. The auction is already live and will close for 

bidding at 18:00 on Saturday 23 July. The winners of the big-ticket items will be announced 

during the Winedown Quiz on Saturday evening. All proceeds from the silent auction will go to 

BirdLife South Africa. 

 

The BirdSearch Game 

Join in the search for bird names hidden all over our platform! If you complete the quest, you 

will be in line to win a R250 Shop For The Birds! voucher. Find this on the main platform menu. 

 

About BirdLife South Africa 

BirdLife South Africa is the country partner of BirdLife International. BirdLife South Africa is a 

registered non-profit, public benefit environmental organization and the only dedicated bird-

conservation organisation in South Africa. BirdLife South Africa strives to conserve birds, their 

habitats and biodiversity through scientifically-based programmes, through supporting the 

sustainable and equitable use of natural resources and by encouraging people to enjoy and value 

nature. 

 

We hope that you enjoy this year’s Bird Fair, and we hope to welcome you back again in 2023! 
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To purchase tickets for this event please log in to www.eventmobi.com/birdfair and use the Purchase Tickets function on the left-
hand side menu. Alternatively, search African Bird Fair 2022 on www.quicket.com. 

KEYNOTE 1: EXCLUSIVE BOOKS INTERVIEW WITH 

JONATHAN FRANZEN 

*PAID TALK 

About the Talk 

Join Mark D. Anderson, CEO of BirdLife South Africa, and well-known media personality Jenny 

Crwys-Williams in an exclusive interview with the award-winning author and fanatical birder, 

Jonathan Franzen. 

 

About the Speaker 

Jonathan Franzen is a passionate birdwatcher and the 

author of six novels, including “Crossroads”, published 

in 2021, and five works of nonfiction, most recently “The 

Kraus Project” and “The End of the End of the Earth.” 

Franzen is the recipient of a National Book Award for 

fiction, the EuroNatur Prize for his work in conservation, 

and the Utah Award in the Environmental Humanities. 

He has written extensively, for National Geographic and 

other publications, about birds and the threats to them. 

He lives in Santa Cruz, California. 
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To purchase tickets for this event please log in to www.eventmobi.com/birdfair and use the Purchase Tickets function on the left-
hand side menu. Alternatively, search African Bird Fair 2022 on www.quicket.com. 

KEYNOTE 2 - DR SAMUEL TEMIDAYO OSINUBI 

INTRA-AFRICAN MIGRATION:  

A LOOK AT THE WOODLAND KINGFISHER 

*PAID TALK 

About the talk 

Relatively little is known about intra-continental avian migration in comparison to migration 

between continents. Addressing this knowledge gap can improve the effectiveness of 

conservation efforts, particularly across countries through which migrant species move. Since 

2015, we have initiated a broad-scale research project across southern, western and eastern 

Africa to study migratory movements, timings and patterns in focal species that include the 

Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis. There are three sub-species of the Woodland 

Kingfisher, each with different movement patterns. Both the northernly H. s.senegalensis and 

southernly H. s.cyanoleuca appear to have migrant and resident individuals with an overlapping 

range during the breeding season of the H. s.senegalensis. The southern arrival and departure 

dates for breeding of the H. s.cyanoleuca appears to shift in response to dry periods, and 

analyses of correlation to climate and land cover are intended. Further collaboration and input 

are welcomed in expanding and establishing an intra-African bird migration programme. 

 

Dayo Osinubi is an ecologist with a special interest in 

bird behaviour. He started his career in Nigeria and 

considers himself fortunate to travel the world 

learning about birds. His academic background 

includes a postdoc at the Fitzpatrick Institute of 

African Ornithology in Cape Town, South Africa; a 

PhD from the School of Biological Sciences in 

Christchurch, New Zealand; a MSc from the AP 

Leventis Ornithological Research Institute in Jos, 

Nigeria; and a BSc from the University of Ibadan in Ibadan, Nigeria. He has worked in various 

capacities that include conservation research, management and policy with BirdLife 

International, Nigerian Conservation Foundation, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, 

Fauna and Floral International, UN Convention on Migratory Species, and also enjoys time on 

cruise ships as an expedition lecturer. He is presently based in the Yukon, Canada, and hopes to 

be able to continue studying birds globally. 
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To purchase tickets for this event please log in to www.eventmobi.com/birdfair and use the Purchase Tickets function on the left-
hand side menu. Alternatively, search African Bird Fair 2022 on www.quicket.com. 

GARDEN BIRDS: YOUR EVERYDAY REWARD 
WITH DR ALDO BERRUTI 

*PAID WORKSHOP 

About the Workshop 

This workshop discusses a conservation-friendly approach to attracting birds into your garden. I 

present a conservation-centred rationale for attracting birds to your garden, which reflects the 

BirdLife South Africa position on feeding birds. Then I present two major themes: the short-term 

strategy of feeding and watering birds and artificial nest sites, and the longer-term strategy of 

planting for birds. With a South African focus, I summarise different types of bird food and ways 

of offering water, including seasonal changes. A range of problems in provisioning birds, 

including disease and pests are discussed, with solutions where possible. I present information 

on the impact of feeding on our birds, including the temporary breaks in feeding and breeding 

success. I review the longer-term approach of planting grasses, herbs, shrubs, and trees for birds 

to provide food, shelter, and nesting sites. I show key plants and their characteristics which are 

ideal for your garden and provide multiple benefits for birds. The workshop will run as a live 

presentation, and participation by everyone is enthusiastically welcomed. 

 

About the Speaker 

I have been birding for 56 years. From early boyhood 

years as a bird-ringer, I pursued birds through university 

eventually attaining a PhD and becoming a research 

ornithologist. I worked for three different institutions 

including the FitzPatrick Institute, including a first 

wondrous research job studying albatrosses on Marion 

Island in 1974. In an exhilarating change of personal 

direction, I became the first Director of BirdLife South 

Africa, charting a new direction for BirdLife as an 

outward-looking conservation-oriented organisation, and establishing many programmes still 

successfully running today, including the community guide training programme. A period of 

running NGOs changed in 2013 to a move to Underberg, where I ran a touring company centred 
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on Sani Pass, until COVID destroyed tourism in 2020. And so, I began online birding courses 

under the logo of Birding with Aldo, now offering nine different courses. This evolved from the 

rewarding thread running through my life of introducing people to birds and birding, on both 

amateur and professional levels. I have been designated as a Recommended Course Provider by 

BirdLife South Africa. One of my three books was the first ‘Where to watch birds in Southern 

Africa.’  

 

  
To purchase tickets for this event please log in to www.eventmobi.com/birdfair and use the Purchase Tickets function on the left-
hand side menu. Alternatively, search African Bird Fair 2022 on www.quicket.com. 

AN ECOLOGIST’S GUIDE TO BIRDING SOUTH AFRICA’S 

GRASSLANDS 

WITH DR MELISSA WHITECROSS 
*PAID WORKSHOP 

About the Workshop 

In this workshop, BirdLife South Africa’s Landscape Conservation Programme Manager, Dr. 

Melissa Whitecross, will give you an ecologist’s guide to birding, unlocking, and understanding 

the environmental complexities of the Grasslands of South Africa in order to assist you in taking 

your birding skills to the next level. Did you know that there are over 70 different types of 

grasslands grouped into four major grassland sub-biomes and each supports unique and exciting 

birds?! This workshop will teach you about the ecology and conservation of the Grassland Biome 

while unpacking some of the specials and trickier species that you can expect to encounter 

across this unique landscape. From the Little Brown Jobs (LBJs) to the Big Brown Jobs (BBJs) and 

some of the elusive colourful jobs in between, there is a lot to find and explore in the grasslands 

and this workshop will help you to enjoy every moment of it. 

 

About the Speaker 

Dr Melissa Whitecross is BirdLife South Africa’s 

Landscape Conservation Programme Manager and is 

responsible for coordinating BirdLife South Africa’s 

threatened terrestrial sites and species conservation 

work. Melissa previously worked as the Raptor & 

Large Terrestrial Bird Project Manager where she 

coordinated projects on species such as the 

Endangered Secretarybird. Melissa holds a PhD in 

environmental science from Wits University and 

spent several years lecturing on the ecology and conservation of biodiversity. Melissa is the 
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founder and host of BirdLife South Africa's Conservation Conversations weekly webinar series. 

Melissa is a keen birder and photographer, and she is passionate about the Grasslands of South 

Africa and the unique birds and biodiversity who call this often-overlooked biome home. 

 

  
To purchase tickets for this event please log in to www.eventmobi.com/birdfair and use the Purchase Tickets function on the left-
hand side menu. Alternatively, search African Bird Fair 2022 on www.quicket.com. 

BUSHVELD BIRDING 

WITH LANCE ROBINSON 
*PAID WORKSHOP 

About the Workshop 

"We're off to the Bushveld" – an envy-inducing statement, for sure! The mention of it instantly 

conjures up images of early morning coffee while the sun rises, leisurely days driving in game 

reserves or walking in the camps, and evenings spent around a fire listening to the sounds of the 

night. But what about when it comes to birding? In this lecture, Lance will unpack some of the 

allure of the Bushveld and showcase some of the bevy of fantastic birds to be found in the 

regions where this vegetation type occurs. While summer skies may be filled with migrant birds, 

the birdlife in the temperate Bushveld winter is not to be dismissed and some may even be 

easier to see when the branches are bare and the grass cover shorter. The sheer diversity 

includes numerous residents including a number of magnificent raptors, iconic hornbills, and 

some shinier denizens such as starlings and sunbirds. Waterbirds are also well represented and 

collectively form part of the more than three hundred species that can be encountered in the 

Bushveld.  

 

About the Speaker 

Lance Robinson is an enthusiastic observer of nature 

with a keen interest in birds, butterflies, and dragonflies. 

He is reading for a Master's in Science and currently 

works as an avifaunal field specialist and freelance bird 

guide. He's currently the Honorary President, a former 

chairman of the Witwatersrand Bird Club, and a past 

ExCom member of BirdLife South Africa. Lance is keen 

to share his birding passion with others and presents 

beginner’s bird courses and other birding-related 

presentations to bird clubs and at the annual BirdLife South Africa African Bird Fair. Lance is an 

active citizen scientist and an invited part-time lecturer for bird identification and bird ecology 

for Bushveld Experience Skills and Training (BEST).  
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WILDEARTH 

About the Talk 

We have partnered with WildEarth to bring you live virtual birding for two days! Each of their 

regular programme slots will include an emphasis on birds and birding, featuring special BirdLife 

South Africa guests Dr Alistair McInnes, Wesley Gush, David Letsoalo, and Paul Nkhumane. 

06h30 - 09h30     Sunrise Safari LIVE 

09h30 - 13h30     Escape to Nature  

13h30 - 14h30     Penguin Beach LIVE (with Dr Alistair McInnes) 

14h30 - 18h30     Sunset Safari LIVE 

  

WALK-THROUGH FOR THE BIRD FAIR  
We will be showing you exactly how to use our virtual platform and explain how to get the best 

out of the African Bird Fair 2022! 
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OPENING CEREMONY 
Mark D. Anderson, CEO of BirdLife South Africa, will be officially opening the African Bird Fair 

2022. The opening ceremony will include an address from Mr David Frost, the CEO of the 

Southern African Tourism Services Association (SATSA). 

 

About the speakers 

Mark D. Anderson is the CEO of BirdLife South Africa. 

Mark is a passionate conservationist. His favourite birds 

are vultures, his favourite hobby is wildlife photography, 

and he enjoys exploring Africa's wild places. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mr David Frost 

David Frost is the CEO of SATSA – The Voice for Inbound 

Tourism in Southern Africa. David has 21 years’ 

experience at an executive level in tourism strategy. He 

has been at the helm at SATSA since September 2013, 

during which time he has implemented a very successful 

change strategy with the association now being 

financially stable and able to deliver top-notch services 

and benefits to its members. 
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AMUSING ANECDOTES FROM ACROSS AFRICA 
  

About the Talk 

Birding is a hobby enjoyed the world over, not only for the birds but also for the memories made 

along the way. Whether it's a misstep at the sewerage works, getting lost in Impenetrable Forest, 

or having your calling Pitta revealed as another birder using playback, there are so many 

hilarious stories out there. The team will share some stories from some of Africa's most 

experienced birders, tour guides, and ornithologists. 

 

About the Speakers 

Andy joined BirdLife South Africa in January 2022 as 

Communications Manager. He is responsible for the 

organisation’s internal and external marketing, media 

and communication, including website admin, 

newsletters, social media, media relations, etc. Andy 

caught the birding  bug aged 7 when his family moved 

to the shores of the Zambezi River. He  has a Bachelor 

of Journalism & Media Studies from Rhodes 

University, and 11 years of experience in marketing &  

communications. He is passionate about creating compelling multimedia stories that inspire the 

next generation of conservationists. 

 

Stemming from his upbringing in southern Zambia, 

Dan Danckwerts has always had a fascination with all 

things wild - particularly birds. This led him to pursue 

an academic career, culminating in a Doctor of 

Philosophy (PhD) degree through Rhodes University 

focusing on the genetic population structure of 

tropical seabirds. Subsequent to graduating in 2018, 

Dan has worked as an international bird guide with 

Rockjumper Worldwide Birding Adventures running 

tours throughout Africa and Asia. His passion is contagious and he is always eager to share his 

knowledge of his beloved feathered friends. 
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Sandiswa Kula is a village girl who loves birds, 

photography, and my Granny's chickens of course. She 

shares her love for nature with everyone willing to 

listen, sometimes to the slight neglect of her duties at 

home. So much so that it has become an ongoing joke 

with her family. She hopes to share her love, passion 

and vision with people outside the already established 

birding community. She strives to spread the birding 

bug to anyone and everyone. She hopes to inspire 

many Sandiswas in many small villages, who can be an oddity that becomes the norm. 

 

 

  
To purchase tickets for this event please log in to www.eventmobi.com/birdfair and use the Purchase Tickets function on the left-
hand side menu. Alternatively, search African Bird Fair 2022 on www.quicket.com. 

KEYNOTE 1: EXCLUSIVE BOOKS INTERVIEW WITH 

JONATHAN FRANZEN 

*PAID TALK 

About the Talk 

Join Mark D. Anderson, CEO of BirdLife South Africa, and well-known media personality Jenny 

Crwys-Williams in an exclusive interview with the award-winning author and fanatical birder, 

Jonathan Franzen. 

 

About the Speaker 

Jonathan Franzen is a passionate birdwatcher and the 

author of six novels, including “Crossroads”, published 

in 2021, and five works of nonfiction, most recently “The 

Kraus Project” and “The End of the End of the Earth.” 

Franzen is the recipient of a National Book Award for 

fiction, the EuroNatur Prize for his work in conservation, 

and the Utah Award in the Environmental Humanities. 

He has written extensively, for National Geographic and 

other publications, about birds and the threats to them. 

He lives in Santa Cruz, California. 
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WILDEARTH 

About the Talk 

We have partnered with WildEarth to bring you live virtual birding for two days! Each of their 

regular programme slots will include an emphasis on birds and birding, featuring special BirdLife 

South Africa guests Dr Alistair McInnes, Wesley Gush, David Letsoalo, and Paul Nkhumane. 

06h30 - 09h30     Sunrise Safari LIVE (with Wesley Gush, David Letsoalo, and Paul Nkhumane) 

09h30 - 13h30     Escape to Nature  

13h30 - 14h30     Penguin Beach  

14h30 - 18h30     Sunset Safari LIVE (with Wesley Gush, David Letsoalo, and Paul Nkhumane) 

 
 
 

 

 
WELCOME 

About the Talk 

Join us for a brief welcome to Day 2 of the African Bird Fair 2022. 
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REMOTE CONNECTIONS WITH NATURE 

About the Talk 

The pandemic had many disastrous effects on ordinary people across the world, one of which 

was a separation from much-needed natural environments as we were confined to our homes 

during various lockdowns. One route of escape for nature lovers during these times was virtual 

connections to nature through our screens. WildEarth have been conducting live virtual safaris 

for years, and experienced an incredible boom during the pandemic as people sought their 

nature fix. Graham Wallington, CEO of WildEarth, joins us to present some of the lessons that 

we have learned about how we can connect remotely with nature. 

 

About the Speaker 

Graham developed a passion for nature during his first 

career as a SCUBA diving instructor. In 1998 he co-

founded Africam.com (which grew to [one of] the 

biggest African websites in the early 2000s) and since 

then has been wholly focused on sharing nature with 

humanity. He is deeply inspired by the Internet and the 

opportunities it provides for making the world a better 

place for ALL its inhabitants. 

 

 

 

 
BIRDLIFE SOUTH AFRICA'S CONSERVATION DIVISION 

About the Talk 

BirdLife South Africa strives to conserve birds, their habitats and biodiversity through 

scientifically-based programmes, through supporting the sustainable and equitable use of 

natural resources and by encouraging people to enjoy and value nature. There are six 

conservation programmes within BirdLife South Africa’s Conservation Division: Seabird 

Conservation, Landscape Conservation, Empowering People, Regional Conservation, Science & 

Innovation, and Policy & Advocacy. Join BirdLife South Africa's Conservation Team as they take 

you on a whirlwind journey of some of the projects they are involved in and show you how they 

are 'Giving Conservation Wings'. 
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‘ORNITHOLOGY FOR AFRICA’ WITH THE “THINGS 

WITH WINGS” LAB AT WITS UNIVERSITY 
About the Talk 

The "Things with Wings" lab at the University of the Witwatersrand, led by Dr. Chevonne 

Reynolds, is obsessed with all things flying - birds, bees, beetles, and satellites. In a nutshell, we 

try to make use of open access data and open access platforms to ask questions about how 

biodiversity is affected by processes such as land-use change and socio-economic development 

at large spatial scales. The focus of the lab is to address key biodiversity issues and translate 

those into tangible products for managers, policymakers, and other scientists.  This session will 

feature various staff and students within the Lab. 

 

About the Speaker 

Sparrows and the City: Morphometric comparison of 

the responses of the Cape and House Sparrow along 

the urban gradient 

Sage Naidoo 

Urbanization has important implications for 

biodiversity, including its influence on the 

morphological characteristics of organisms. Evidence 

of urban ecosystem effects on avian morphological 

traits is prominent within Global North literature but 

is virtually absent in the Global South context, with literature generally reporting a negative 

correlation between measures of body condition and body size with urbanization level. To test 

these responses in a Global South context, morphometric responses of the native Cape, and its 

invasive congeneric, the House, Sparrows will be evaluated along the South African urban 

gradient using SAFRING’s long-term bird ringing data. It is expected that the native Cape 

Sparrow will experience a similar negative correlative response as observed in the Global 
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North, while the invasive House Sparrow is expected to show a generally conserved 

relationship between its morphometric responses and urbanization. 

 

The State of South Africa's Birds 

Christopher Shortland 

Southern Africa finds itself particularly vulnerable to 

the effects of global change. The need for 

monitoring of species in the region is becoming 

increasingly imperative. Citizen science has seen 

large amounts of adoption, particularly within the 

field of ornithology due to how conspicuous birds 

are in their environments. Although around the 

world citizen science is being used effectively to assess population trends over time, in South 

Africa citizen science projects are being used to monitor only a single species or a small group 

of species. I analyzed the population trends of 344 South African bird species that were 

selected as indicators for the major biomes within the country with data gathered from the 

Southern African Bird Atlas Project 2. The population trends and a number of key species for 

each biome is described showcasing the potential for SABAP2 in monitoring large numbers of 

species in South Africa. 

 

Parklife: Birds and biodiversity access in 

Johannesburg’s green spaces 

Dr. Caroline Howes 

With a growing urban population globally, making 

cities more sustainable and equitable is increasingly 

important. In a sustainable city, all residents need 

fair access to green spaces, and the biodiversity they 

support. However, many developed world cities 

exhibit a Luxury Effect with wealthier residents 

having access to greater biodiversity in their neighborhoods than poorer residents. Currently, 

how this effect plays out in a developing world city like Johannesburg with a unique history, 

geography and climate is still unclear. We surveyed urban green spaces across the city to find 

out just what drives bird diversity in the City of Gold. The results tell us a story about 

Johannesburg’s special place in the world, how its ecology and history have shaped where 

biodiversity is found in the city and who gets to see it. 
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A global systematic review of the temporal and 

spatial patterns of organochlorine pesticide 

monitoring in raptors 

Kailen Padayachee 

Organochlorine pesticides such as DDT and Dieldrin, 

have been extensively monitored in birds from 

higher trophic guilds such as raptors. Whilst such 

monitoring has been ongoing for decades, patterns 

from monitoring activities have never been 

summarised on a global scale. We undertook a systematic review to better describe DDT and 

Dieldrin monitoring in raptors globally, providing a historical retrospective on the monitoring 

effort of a global environmental issue. 

 

The impacts of woody-plant encroachment on birds 

and people 

Dr Joseph White 

Woody-plant encroachment is causing widespread 

habitat changes in South Africa’s grasslands and 

savannas, altering their structure, composition, and 

ability to maintain their current biodiversity. Birds 

can act as important indicators of an environment’s 

state because they are well censused and respond to 

changes in their habitats. In this talk, I will introduce you to the effects of woody-plant 

encroachment on social and ecological systems. We will first explore the impacts on ecosystem 

services and then delve into the impacts on bird populations over time. 

 

Dr Chevonne Reynolds 

Dr Chevonne Reynolds is currently a senior lecturer in 

the School of Animal, Plant and Environmental 

Sciences at the University of the Witwatersrand. 

Chevonne’s research typically focusses on how 

changing landscapes effect biological communities, 

and birds usually take centre stage as an excellent 

tool for understanding these effects. More recently 

she can be seen birding and chasing bees in the urban 

landscapes of Johannesburg to unpack how people in cities interact with biodiversity. Chevonne 
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maintains strong collaborations with researchers at the FitzPatrick Institute of African 

Ornithology and is a member of the steering committee for the Southern African Bird Atlas 

Project (SABAP). She is an avid birder, all-round natural history fundi, and co-author of 300-easy-

to-see-birds in Southern Africa. 

 

 

 
EVOLVING CHALLENGES AND APPROACHES TO BIRD 

SPECIES CONSERVATION IN AFRICA 

About the Talk 

Conservation of bird species in Africa faces many challenges. Apart from the threats affecting 

species, other challenges persist, such as gaps in knowledge, limited capacity and the fact that 

the continent itself has many species. In this presentation I'll describe these challenges and how 

they have evolved in the past two decades. Using examples from the work of the BirdLife Africa 

Partnership I'll then describe how approaches to addressing these challenges has been changing 

over time. 

 

About the Speaker 

Dr Paul Kariuki Ndang’ang’a has been working at 

BirdLife International for the last 17 years and 

iscurrently playing the role of Interim Regional 

Director for Africa. He has for the last 25 years been 

engaged in bird research and conservation in junior 

to senior positions at national (Kenya) and 

continental (Africa) scales. He studied in Kenya and 

also undertook part of his postgraduate studies at 

the University of Cape Town in South Africa at the 

FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology. He is a Conservation Leader, Manager, and 

Ornithologist. He is experienced in organisation management, planning for conservation of 

species/wildlife, grant writing and management, project management, and ecological 

research. He has been working for the species programme focal point for BirdLife in Africa and 

therefore has a good knowledge of issues facing threatened bird species in Africa. He has 

therefore contributed in Species Action Plan development and implementation for quite a 

number of African species, annually seeking contributions for assessment of Red List Status, 

and designs projects to address threats facing a number of bird species in the continent. 
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LIVE INTERVIEW WITH SPECIAL GUEST:  

SANDISWA KULA 

About the Talk 

Well-known media personality Jenny Crwys-Williams will interview passionate birder and avid 

storyteller Sandiswa Kula. 

 

About the Speaker(s) 

Jenny Crwys-Williams began her career as a journalist 

in the UK before moving to South Africa in 1976 and 

making a name for herself in both print media and 

radio. She is an author of over ten books, and has 

established herself as one of the country's top 

interviewers, having hosted Bill and Hilary Clinton, 

Desmond Tutu, Meryl Streep, and Paul Theroux. She 

is a well known MC for large events, especially those 

in the arts and history sectors. 

 

Sandiswa Kula is a village girl who loves birds, 

photography, and my Granny's chickens of course. 

She shares her love for nature with everyone willing 

to listen, sometimes to the slight neglect of her duties 

at home. So much so that it has become an ongoing 

joke with her family. She hopes to share her love, 

passion and vision with people outside the already 

established birding community. She strives to spread 

the birding bug to anyone and everyone. She hopes 

to inspire many Sandiswas in many small villages, who can be an oddity that becomes the norm. 
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SAVING MARION ISLAND’S SEABIRDS:  

THE MOUSE-FREE MARION PROJECT 

About the talk 

Marion Island is the larger of the two Prince Edward Islands in the Southern Ocean, which are 

globally important breeding sites for seabirds, including almost half the world's Wandering 

Albatrosses. House Mice inadvertently introduced in the early 19th century are having a 

devastating impact on the ecology of Marion Island.  A warmer and drier climate has contributed 

to increased densities of mice on the island, causing a shortage of invertebrates, upon which the 

mice have been surviving in the winter months. This has driven mice to find alternative food 

sources.  As on other oceanic islands, the mice found many of the seabirds had no defence 

against their attacks. The scale and frequency of attacks have been increasing since first 

observed in 2003. Left unchecked, the mice are likely to cause the local extinction of most 

seabird species that breed on the island.  Fortunately, there is a solution. Advances in the 

technology and techniques used to eradicate rodents from islands have led to increasingly 

ambitious and successful restoration campaigns.  Informed by the outcomes of a feasibility study 

and internationally agreed best practice, the South African Department of Forestry, Fisheries 

and the Environment and BirdLife South Africa are collaborating to implement an eradication 

operation to restore Marion Island and safeguard its seabird populations.  In this presentation, 

Dr Anton Wolfaardt, the Mouse-Free Marion Project Manager, will provide an overview of 

Marion Island, and the ambitious project to eradicate the invasive mice. 

 

About the Speaker 

Anton has worked for more than 25 years in the field 

of seabird and marine conservation, a journey which 

started on Marion Island in 1994, where he spent a 

year working as a seabird field researcher. Anton 

subsequently spent five years on Dassen Island, off the 

west coast of South Africa, working initially as a 

contract researcher and later as the conservation 

manager of the island. After leaving Dassen Island, 

Anton worked as a Regional Ecologist for CapeNature, 

the conservation authority for the Western Cape Province of South Africa. 
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COUNTRY FEATURES:  

MOZAMBIQUE, KENYA, AND GABON 

About the Talks 

Birding Mozambique - Birding off the beaten track 

Dylan Vasapolli 

This talk focuses on the immense birding potential of southern and central Mozambique. 

Supporting a number of localized and highly sought-after species, Mozambique south of the 

Zambezi River, is a "must-visit" destination for any birder. Three species have massively disjunct 

populations in southern Mozambique, far more accessible here than at other sites where these 

species occur in the world – namely Olive-headed Weaver, Green-headed Oriole, and Green 

Tinkerbird. The southernmost tracts of tropical lowland forest also creep southwards past the 

Zambezi River into this subregion, and host a number of exciting species, foremost of them is 

the enigmatic African Pitta. This is one of the most sought-after African species and is an annual 

visitor to these forests, where it arrives to breed and is only easily accessible during a short space 

of time while it is displaying at the onset of the breeding season. Other prized species such as 

White-chested Alethe, East Coast Akalat, Chestnut-fronted Helmetshrike, and Böhm’s Bee-eater 

also feature. The Zambezi River delta and its associated floodplains also provide great habitat 

for further elusive species like Locustfinch and Blue Quail. Join Dylan Vasapolli, from Birding 

Ecotours, as he takes you on a short birding route through southern and central Mozambique.  

 

Kenya's iconic birds and big game 

Dr Daniel Danckwerts 

Arguably one of the richest countries on the African continent and regarded as one of the top 

safari destinations on the planet, Kenya boasts an overall bird list well in excess of a thousand 

species including thirteen endemics! As such, it epitomizes Africa’s reputation as ‘the birding 

tours continent’ hosting a profusion of outrageously colourful and easily observable birds. 

Augmenting the incredible opportunities for birding, Kenya also offers some of the finest 

mammal viewing opportunities anywhere on Earth and plays witness to the Great Migration; 

easily one of the most incredible wildlife spectacles whereby some two million animals 

(wildebeest, zebra, and gazelle) migrate between the Maasai Mara and the neighbouring 

Serengeti Wildlife Reserves. Couple in the rich habitat diversity, interesting cultural activities on 

offer, and the good infrastructure throughout – Kenya is a ‘must-visit’ destination. Dan will take 

us on a quick whirlwind tour of this remarkable country highlighting some of its top birding sites 

including the well-renowned Maasai Mara where swathes of wildlife compete for space; the 
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Arabuko-Sokoke Forest, home to some of Africa’s rarest and least-known bird species; Lake 

Nakuru with its inexhaustible numbers of Lesser Flamingos; and the dry scrublands of Samburu 

and Shaba that support several iconic and familiar species.  

 

Birding Gabon, from River Martins to Fishing Owls  

Dr Callan Cohen  

Gabon offers some of Africa's best forest wilderness birding. It's most famous for the large 

colonies of African River Martin and Rosy Bee-eater that breed on its coastal plains, and the 

exciting forest specials such as both Pel's & Vermiculated Fishing Owls, White-crested Tiger 

Herons and more. Callan takes us on a virtual tour of the special birds found in the national parks 

there and gives tips on how to plan a birding trip to this unique central African country. 

 

About the Speaker(s) 

Dylan was fortunate enough to grow up in a birding 

family, and spent the better part of his childhood 

travelling around southern Africa, birding. After 

leaving school, he started working for Birding 

Ecotours, and has been guiding ever since! Dylan has 

guided extensively throughout the southern half of 

Africa, along with further afield destinations in 

eastern Europe, central America, the Caribbean, parts 

of South America, North America, and parts of Asia. 

 

Stemming from his upbringing in southern Zambia, Dr 

Daniel (Dan) Danckwerts has always had a fascination 

with all things wild - particularly birds. This led him to 

pursue an academic career, culminating in a Doctor of 

Philosophy (PhD) degree through Rhodes University 

focusing on the genetic population structure of 

tropical seabirds. Subsequent to graduating in 2018, 

Dan has worked as an international bird guide with 

Rockjumper Worldwide Birding Adventures running 

tours throughout Africa and Asia. His passion is contagious, and he is always eager to share his 

knowledge of his beloved feathered friends. 
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Callan is Director of Birding Africa, a bird tour company 

he founded 25 years ago. He loves sharing his passion 

for birds and has led over 150 tours across Africa and 

Madagascar. Callan also co-authored the Southern 

African Birdfinder, and is a Research Associate at the 

FitzPatrick Institute at the University of Cape Town. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAPE GANNET: BIRD OF THE YEAR 2022 

About the Talk 

BirdLife South Africa chooses a bird of the year to help raise awareness about conservation 

issues and to provide an opportunity to create educational content. The Cape Gannet is 2022's 

Bird of the Year. The Cape Gannet is an endemic coastal seabird, found only in South Africa 

and Namibia. Superbly adapted for hunting small pelagic fish, these birds have a unique 

hunting technique that sees them plunging from great heights into schools of fish. 

Unfortunately, these birds are also Endangered, with their population still decreasing. In this 

presentation, we will explore the fascinating life history and behaviour of the Cape Gannet 

before taking a look at the threats they are facing and sharing some of the conservation efforts 

underway to conserve them. 

 

About the Speaker(s) 

 Christina Hagen is responsible for BirdLife South 

Africa’s attempt to establish new African Penguin 

colonies. She has worked on the African Penguin for 

over 10 years, focusing on a lack of food as the key 

threat to the species. She has an MSc in Conservation 

Biology from the University of Cape Town’s Fitzpatrick 

Institute of African Ornithology. Her thesis on the 

foraging ecology and physiology of the Cape Gannet 

kickstarted her career in seabird conservation. 
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LIVE INTERVIEW WITH SPECIAL GUEST: 

MARTIN BENADIE (SWAROVSKI OPTIK) 

About the Talk 

Well-known media personality Jenny Crwys-Williams will interview Martin Benadie of Swarovski 

Optik about their birding equipment and involvement in bird conservation and avitourism.  

About the Speaker 

Jenny Crwys-Williams began her career as a journalist 

in the UK before moving to South Africa in 1976 and 

making a name for herself in both print media and 

radio. She is an author of over ten books, and has 

established herself as one of the country's top 

interviewers, having hosted Bill and Hilary Clinton, 

Desmond Tutu, Meryl Streep, and Paul Theroux. She 

is a well known MC for large events, especially those 

in the arts and history sectors. 

 

Martin was born in Zimbabwe and resides in South 

Africa. After graduating from University with a 

commerce degree, he decided to pursue a career in 

the natural world as a specialist birding guide and 

Photojournalist based on years of traveling through 

the outback of Africa.  He  continues to guide birding 

trips and wildlife safaris each year to varied 

destinations. 
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GOBIRDING: THE ONE-STOP SOUTH AFRICAN 

AVITOURISM PORTAL 

About the Talk 

The GoBirding platform features over 400 birding sites, 60 accommodations, and 50 local guides 

across South Africa. This new website was launched in May 2022 by BirdLife South Africa with 

support from the Chamberlain Foundation. BirdLife South Africa's Avitourism Project Manager, 

Andrew de Blocq, will give us an introduction to this new birding tool. 

 

About the Speaker 

Andrew de Blocq is the Avitourism Project Manager at 

BirdLife South Africa. His work revolves around various 

subprojects, chief among which are the Community Bird 

Guide Project and the GoBirding avitourism website. 

BirdLife South Africa strives to encourage an awareness 

of birds and their conservation within the South African 

public in order to instil a conservation ethos and support 

for our important work. Birding and avitourism is one 

avenue through which we achieve this. 

 

 

 

SPECIES FEATURES 
About the talks 

Pink love: blood and bludgeoning Lesser Flamingos 

Tania Anderson 

Flamebirds are of the most fascinating and peculiar of all birds. They are the most highly 

specialised filter-feeding birds, with a strange morphology, elaborate courtship dances, 

mysterious social structures, and interesting ecological adaptions. 

The Lesser Flamingo feeds mostly on nutrient-rich cyanobacteria (blue-green algae) and lives, 

thrives, and dies in extremely harsh environments. The finer social behaviour of the mind-

boggling flocks of these beautiful birds is still very much a mystery. Organized flock life is 

essential for breeding and survival. Historical writings on flamingos discuss the mysterious 

appearance and disappearance of large flocks of flamingos which are considered the original 
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Phoenix, marching out of the heat haze with their young. 

The spectacular dances, colours, and magic of the world’s smallest flamingo continue to steal 

the hearts of people around the world. And all the while, they keep teaching us new lessons!  

 

Hornbills of Africa - the enigma of the north, the gangs of the south and a fearful trade of many 

in-between 

Dr Lucy Kemp 

Our hornbills are under greater pressure than ever before - with the biggest threats to all being 

habitat destruction for the forest dwellers, trade - for aviculture, bushmeat (the most commonly 

found birds in the bush-meat trade) and traditional cultural practices and poison for the 

faunivores. But thankfully hornbill research and conservation are starting to gain momentum 

across the continent. The enigma that is the Northen Ground-hornbill is now being studied, we 

continue to marvel at what we continue to learn about our gangs of Southern Ground-hornbills 

and we try to unravel the trade of hornbills in Africa, not knowing where our interceptions points 

need to be to stem the flow of live and dead birds. Hornbills are also such a culturally important 

family of birds that we continue to learn beautiful stories, songs and associations to be learnt, 

all of which will help grow a powerful conservation community of citizens and scientists. 

 

Tropical Seabirds of the Western Indian Ocean 

Dr Daniel K. Danckwerts 

Scattered throughout the western Indian Ocean are a series of granitic, coralline and volcanic 

islands. These islands have been collectively identified as a global ‘Hotspot of Biological 

Diversity’ in that they support a wealth of endemic species with more than 80% of all animals 

found nowhere else on Earth! These incredible islands also play host to immense seabird 

populations amounting to some 19 million birds of 30 different species including several terns, 

tropicbirds, boobies, cormorants, petrels, shearwaters, and Frigatebirds. Interestingly, however 

diverse the region's seabirds may seem, these immense populations are dominated by just five 

species. Their biphasic biology also implies that their populations are suffering from threats 

faced both on land and at sea and, as such, are a fraction of their historical numbers. This talk 

will cover the populations, ecology and conservation of seabirds in the tropical western Indian 

Ocean and is sure to leave you drooling ahead of the Flock to the Mozambique Channel voyage 

in 2023. 

 

 

 

 

About the Speaker(s) 
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Tania is a botanist with expertise in arid area ecology 

and plants. She feels very privileged to work as a 

conservationist focusing on plant ecology and birds 

mainly in the arid areas of South Africa. She loves 

creating indigenous gardens for birds too! The 

McGregor Museum botany section and herbarium in 

Kimberley was her responsibility for 24 years, and 

during this time she was involved in various bird 

projects besides botanical work. Her qualifications 

include a BSc Hons degree in Zoology and Masters degree on the plant diversity of an inselberg 

in Bushmanland.    Flamingos stole her heart in 2006 when she got involved with Mark Anderson 

and the team that built the breeding island at Kamfers Dam, and they’ve kept her amused and 

worried since then, working with local conservation committees to protect one of their key 

breeding sites, Kamfers Dam, from various threats and towards restoration and a stable wetland 

ecosystem. Her involvement continues through the Kamfers Dam Local Conservation Group 

committee of BirdLife South Africa. She helps out as a BirdLife South Africa volunteer whenever 

she can.  Ever the optimist when outdoors, she always hopes that the bird she is stalking won’t 

see her before she can take a shot - with her camera of course. 

 

As the daughter of ornithologists, Lucy learned to love 

wild open spaces and nature at an early age. After 

completing her Master’s degree in Marine Ecology, she 

left to work as a consultant all across the African 

continent. Lucy joined the Mabula Ground Hornbill 

Project in 2010 and has never looked back, even 

completing her PhD while serving as Project Manager. 

Lucy is passionate about conservation across species 

and landscapes, and is adamant that communities are 

involved in finding novel solutions to conservation problems. 
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Stemming from his upbringing in southern Zambia, Dr 

Daniel (Dan) Danckwerts has always had a fascination 

with all things wild - particularly birds. This led him to 

peruse an academic career, culminating in a Doctor of 

Philosophy (PhD) degree through Rhodes University 

focusing on the genetic population structure of 

tropical seabirds. Subsequent to graduating in 2018, 

Dan has worked as an international bird guide with 

Rockjumper Worldwide Birding Adventures running 

tours throughout Africa and Asia. His passion is contagious, and he is always eager to share his 

knowledge of his beloved feathered friends. 

 

 

 
BIRDLIFE SOUTH AFRICA’S COMMUNITY BIRD GUIDES 

About the Talk 

BirdLife South Africa’s Community Bird Guides are some of the most beloved members of the 

South African birding community. After a short introduction from the BirdLife South Africa 

Avitourism Project Manager, Andrew de Blocq, we will present several guides. 

 

About the Speaker 

Andrew de Blocq is the Avitourism Project Manager at 

BirdLife South Africa. His work revolves around various 

subprojects, chief among which are the Community Bird 

Guide Project and the GoBirding avitourism website. 

BirdLife South Africa strives to encourage an awareness 

of birds and their conservation within the South African 

public in order to instil a conservation ethos and support 

for our important work. Birding and avitourism is one 

avenue through which we achieve this. 
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To purchase tickets for this event please log in to www.eventmobi.com/birdfair and use the Purchase Tickets function on the left-
hand side menu. Alternatively, search African Bird Fair 2022 on www.quicket.com. 

KEYNOTE 2 - DR SAMUEL TEMIDAYO OSINUBI 

INTRA-AFRICAN MIGRATION:  

A LOOK AT THE WOODLAND KINGFISHER 

*PAID TALK 

About the talk 

Relatively little is known about intra-continental avian migration in comparison to migration 

between continents. Addressing this knowledge gap can improve the effectiveness of 

conservation efforts, particularly across countries through which migrant species move. Since 

2015, we have initiated a broad-scale research project across southern, western and eastern 

Africa to study migratory movements, timings and patterns in focal species that include the 

Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis. There are three sub-species of the Woodland 

Kingfisher, each with different movement patterns. Both the northernly H. s.senegalensis and 

southernly H. s.cyanoleuca appear to have migrant and resident individuals with an overlapping 

range during the breeding season of the H. s.senegalensis. The southern arrival and departure 

dates for breeding of the H. s.cyanoleuca appear to shift in response to dry periods, and analyses 

of correlation to climate and land cover are intended. Further collaboration and input are 

welcomed in expanding and establishing an intra-African bird migration programme. 

 

Dayo Osinubi is an ecologist with a special interest in 

bird behaviour. He started his career in Nigeria and 

considers himself fortunate to travel the world 

learning about birds. His academic background 

includes a postdoc at the Fitzpatrick Institute of 

African Ornithology in Cape Town, South Africa; a 

PhD from the School of Biological Sciences in 

Christchurch, New Zealand; a MSc from the AP 

Leventis Ornithological Research Institute in Jos, 

Nigeria; and a BSc from the University of Ibadan in Ibadan, Nigeria. He has worked in various 

capacities that include conservation research, management and policy with BirdLife 

International, Nigerian Conservation Foundation, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, 

Fauna and Floral International, UN Convention on Migratory Species, and also enjoys time on 

cruise ships as an expedition lecturer. He is presently based in the Yukon, Canada, and hopes to 

be able to continue studying birds globally. 
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WINEDOWN QUIZ 
About the Quiz 
Our Winedown Quiz is an ever-popular feature of the virtual aspect of the African Bird Fair. Join 

your hosts, Andrew de Blocq and David Wilson, for an hour of fun and brain exercise! 

 

About the Speaker 

Andrew de Blocq is the Avitourism Project Manager at 

BirdLife South Africa. His work revolves around various 

subprojects, chief among which are the Community Bird 

Guide Project and the GoBirding avitourism website. 

BirdLife South Africa strives to encourage an awareness 

of birds and their conservation within the South African 

public in order to instil a conservation ethos and support 

for our important work. Birding and avitourism is one 

avenue through which we achieve this. 

 

 

  

CLOSING REMARKS 

Mark D. Anderson, CEO of BirdLife South Africa, will reflect on this year’s African Bird Fair and 

close out proceedings.   

 

About the speaker 

Mark D. Anderson is the CEO of BirdLife South Africa. 

Mark is a passionate conservationist. His favourite 

birds are vultures, his favourite hobby is wildlife 

photography, and he enjoys exploring Africa's wild 

places. 
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