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FLOCK TO MARION NEWSLETTER NO. 18: 07 MARCH 2022

CONSERVATION CONVERSATIONS: Season 3, Episode 5

Highlights from Flock to Marion
Tuesday 8 March 2022, 19h00

1 extremely ambitious plan.
7 days at sea.
20 inspiring talks.
40 professional guides.
100s of birds.
1500+ birders and conservationists.
Thousands of nautical miles.

Hundreds of thousands of photographs.
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Millions of rands raised.
A sense of adventure.
And a passion for bird conservation.

This was Flock to Marion, BirdLife South Africa’s once-in-a-lifetime birding expedition to the Southern
Ocean, in support of one of the most important conservation initiatives of our time: the Mouse-Free Marion
Project.

It is only five weeks since we returned to land, but Flock to Marion feels like a distant memory already. So,
we figured that it is time to relive this momentous voyage.

Whether you’re a fellow ‘Flocker’, are still suffering from ‘Flock’ FOMO, or just want to join the festivities;
you don’t want to miss this fun episode of #ConservationConversations.

NOTE: We are expecting high viewer volumes that may exceed our 500 viewer capacity on Zoom. Please
do not panic if you cannot get in through Zoom, as you can still watch the webinar live on the BirdLife
South Africa Facebook Page using the Facebook Live video stream.

Register Here

VOTE FOR FLOCK TO MARION IN THE SA TOURISM AWARDS

BirdLife South Africa has entered Flock to Marion 2022, our once-in-a-lifetime voyage to the Southern

Ocean, into the South Africa Tourism Awards, and voting is NOW OPEN here.
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We believe that the unique nature of this undertaking, the immense amount of organisation (especially
under pandemic conditions), the success of the wildlife viewing, the funds raised, and the positive
contribution to local conservation make Flock to Marion worthy of winning this award. If you do too, please
vote for us and help us climb the leaderboard, by following this link.
PS. By voting, you’ll receive a guaranteed R1000 travel voucher, and also stand a chance to win a 16night holiday for two people in South Africa, worth R100 000.

Vote Now

FLOCK TO MARION E-NEWSLETTER SUMMARY:
AN UNPRECEDENTED VOYAGE AT AN UNPRECEDENTED TIME
"As far as the eye can see, you are surrounded by vast, deep, blue ocean. There is nothing else in sight,
except for hundreds of seabirds above, below and alongside you and 1500 other passionate birders and
conservationists. It’s lunch time and an all-you-can-eat buffet awaits, promising every cuisine under the
sun. Did I mention the seabirds?
Now, back on dry land and in landlocked Johannesburg, it seems like a dream. But Flock to Marion 2022,
BirdLife South Africa’s once-in-a-lifetime voyage to the pristine waters of the Southern Ocean aboard the
luxury MSC Orchestra, was very real – and a real success too."

Click here to read the Flock to Marion summary in our February e-Newsletter, including a trip write-up,
photo highlights, and an awe-inspiring quote from Peter Harrison MBE.

Read More

UPDATED SPECIES LIST

Thank you to those of you who have been in touch about some of the species that were marked as "TBC".
We have confirmed the sightings of Arnoux's, Gray's, and Longman's Beaked Whales, as well as Green
Turtle and Giant Manta Ray, among others.

If anyone believes they have a convincing photograph of Southern Royal Albatross, Gentoo Penguin,
South Georgian Diving Petrel, or Minke Whale, please email andrew.deblocq@birdlife.org.za.

View the Species List

WHICH LIST IS IT ANYWAY?
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For those of you who keep bird lists according to region, or those who are starting out as a result of
attending Flock to Marion, a reminder on which birds can be logged on which lists:
Birds seen within the EEZ around the South African mainland are eligible for your South +
Southern African list.
Birds seen after we left the EEZ around the South African mainland, but before we entered the
EEZ around the Prince Edward Islands are eligible for your worldwide list.
Birds seen within the EEZ around the Prince Edwards Islands are eligible for your South Africa
list.
To further clarify this, we left South African waters at 11:40 am on 25 January, and we woke up again in
South African waters on 30 January. All of 27 January and until 6:40 am on 28 January was spent in the
Prince Edward Islands EEZ (South African waters).

BIRD OF THE YEAR 2022 MERCHANDISE

We’re so excited to share our Bird of the Year 2022 merchandise, which is now available on our online
shop at shop.birdlife.org.za.
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collection, or your little one could just do with another fluffy toy, our Cape Gannet merchandise is the
perfect option.
Visit Shop for the Birds! now and grab your t-shirts, pin badges and fluffy toys.

Shop Now

A reminder that each time a newsletter goes out it will be saved to the website and copies of these can be found
under Newsletter Updates at www.birdlife.org.za/flock-to-marion-2022.
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