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FLOCK TO MARION NEWSLETTER NO. 17: 08 FEBRUARY 2022

Dear Flock to Marion Passengers,
We hope that everyone has now found their land legs, and we wish those who are unwell a speedy
recovery. Please remember to seek advice from your doctor or pharmacist should you feel poorly.
The generosity shown during Flock to Marion really blew us away (more than a strong Cape Town southeasterly!), with more than R3 million raised towards the Mouse-Free Marion Project. Thank you for
contributing towards this critically important conservation project, and helping to ensure that generations
of future ‘Flockers’ can witness the majesty and diversity of the Southern Ocean’s seabirds and mammals,
as we were so privileged to do.
Speaking of diversity, we are pleased to share the official Flock to Marion sightings list with you,
confirming the incredible species we were fortunate to see during our voyage. Thank you to our team of
guides and experts, who met each evening to discuss the day’s sightings, and who contributed to this final
list. You can view the list either on our website, or below.
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We would also like to congratulate the winners of our Conservation League Donor and Sponsor-A-

Hectare competitions, and thank ZEISS, Swarovski and Peter Harrison MBE for their support of the
prizes. You can see who the lucky winners were below.

Lastly, a reminder that we will be sharing a photo album, featuring some of the top seabird photographs
from Flock to Marion, on our social media pages in the days to come. Please feel free to contribute by
emailing your images to Andy at andy.wassung@birdlife.org.za.
Kind regards,
Mark D. Anderson
Chief Executive Officer
BirdLife South Africa

FINAL SPECIES LIST
BirdLife South Africa would like to take this opportunity to thank our team of 40 guides and experts for
their assistance in putting this daily list together, as well as for sharing their expertise and knowledge with
our Flock to Marion guests.
You can view the list below, or download it as a PDF from our website here.

Subscribe

Past Issues

Translate

Subscribe

Past Issues

Translate

Subscribe

Past Issues

Translate

Please submit any photographic evidence of species that are marked “TBC” to Andrew at
andrew.deblocq@birdlife.org.za.

Download Species List Here

CONSERVATION LEAGUE DONORS

BirdLife South Africa recruited 74 new Conservation League Donors during Flock to Marion, bringing the
total number of such generous donors to more than 244. Conservation League Donors donate a minimum
of R3000 pa to BirdLife South Africa in addition to their membership fee. They receive a Section 18A
Certificate for the donation, so it is tax deductible.
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All existing and new Conservation League Donors on the Flock to Marion voyage were entered into a
draw to win a pair of ZEISS SF Victory 10x32 binoculars. Sharlene van der Slikke was the lucky
winner.

Please contact Mark Anderson at ceo@birdlife.org.za if you’re interested in becoming a
Conservation League Donor.

SPONSOR-A-HECTARE WINNERS

In support of the Mouse-Free Marion Project, Flock to Marion passengers were encouraged to sponsor-ahectare (or hectares) during the voyage, with a whopping R2 207 000 being raised.

John Cranke won the pair of Swarovski 10x42 NL binoculars during the lucky draw.

George and Cathy Ledec won a beautiful Peter Harrison limited edition artist proof for sponsoring the
most hectares (200 ha).
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Three people, Alex Barrell, John Bradshaw and Geoff Ball, each sponsored 100 ha, and Alex Barrell
was the lucky winner of a copy of Seabirds: the new identification guide. Di Barrell received the book on
Alex's behalf.

Please visit https://mousefreemarion.org if you’re interested in supporting the Mouse-Free Marion
Project.

Sponsor-A-Hectare

SHOWCASE YOUR SEABIRD PHOTOGRAPHY
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©️Roger MacDonald

BirdLife South Africa will be sharing a photo album, featuring some of the top seabird photographs from
Flock to Marion, on our social media pages in the days to come.

Please feel free to contribute by emailing your images to Andy at andy.wassung@birdlife.org.za.

CONSERVATION CONVERSATIONS IS BACK!

#ConservationConversations is BACK! Join the BirdLife South Africa team for another exciting season of
our weekly webinars, starting tonight at 19:00 SAST.

To find out more or to register please visit www.birdlife.org.za/blsa-conversations.

Our first episode of Season 3 will feature a talk on the 2022 Bird of the Year - the Cape Gannet, and will
be presented by our very own Christina Hagen.

Thanks to the Hans Hoheisen Charitable Trust for sponsoring the Bird of the Year campaign.
A reminder that each time a newsletter goes out it will be saved to the website and copies of these can be found
under Newsletter Updates at www.birdlife.org.za/flock-to-marion-2022.
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