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FLOCK TO MARION NEWSLETTER NO. 10. 10 JANUARY 2022

Dear Flock to Marion passengers,
Three years of planning will soon come to fruition and we could not be any more excited! In exactly two
weeks' time, we will be boarding the MSC Orchestra in Cape Town as we prepare to sail to the Southern
Ocean. Who knows what special sightings await us but, if the Flock at Sea Again! voyage in 2017 was
anything to go by, we are certainly in for a treat.
BirdLife South Africa would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our passengers for supporting our
dream of sailing to the Southern Ocean. We are also grateful to MSC Cruises, Swarovski Optik, ZEISS
and our other partners for supporting this voyage. It has been a difficult planning process with many
curveballs, but we are ready to reap the rewards and to realize our dream.
Before we sail, we would like to remind you of a few important considerations which will be useful in the
planning and packing stages of your trip. Should you have any further questions, please contact us at
flock2022@birdlife.org.za and our team will gladly assist you.
We wish you a wonderful cruise and we look forward to birding with you.
Kind regards
Mark D. Anderson
Chief Executive Officer
BirdLife South Africa

*** IMPORTANT PRE-DEPARTURE CONSIDERATIONS ***
FLOCK TO MARION BOARDING TIMES:
MSC Cruises is reviewing its boarding procedures following the recent first cruise of the season. Boarding

MSC Cruises is reviewing its boarding procedures following the recent first cruise of the season. Boarding
will be more staggered and will take place from ca 12h00 to ca 17h00. This is good because (a) it allows
us more time to get to Cape Town and (b) it allows time for birding in and around Cape Town that morning.
We're in no rush to sail on Monday 24 January, as we will spend several hours on Tuesday morning in the
South African EEZ. This will provide an opportunity for listers to tick South(ern) African species. MSC
Cruises has said that, even though boarding times were recently sent to some pax, everyone will receive
new boarding times. Please contact MSC Cruises if you still have not received your boarding information.
LUGGAGE:
To ensure your comfort and that of your companion(s), we would recommend limiting yourself to one
medium-sized suitcase (20 kg / 40 lb) and a single carry-on bag. Together with your tickets, you will
receive luggage tags. These need to be attached to your suitcase prior to your arrival at the cruise
terminal in Cape Town where, as part of the check-in procedure, MSC will take your main luggage from
you. Your main luggage will be delivered to your room. Please keep all valuables in your carry-on luggage
and ensure that your main suitcase is locked.
IMPORTANT PACKING ITEMS:
Plug adaptor (please see below)
48-hour negative COVID-19 PCR test certificate
COVID-19 vaccination certificate
Suitable clothing (please see below)
Binoculars, spotting scope (optional), and cameras
Passport (foreign visitors) or South African identification (South Africans)

*** IMPORTANT IDENTIFICATION AND COVID-19 TESTING UPDATES ***
MSC Cruises has informed BirdLife South Africa that South Africans will no longer be required to
produce their passports when checking in for embarkation on the MSC Orchestra for the Flock to
Marion voyage. South African passengers will still need to present an ID book or ID card during
embarkation, and ALL international passengers will be required to present their passports.
All passengers will be required to present a negative COVID-19 PCR test certificate as part of the
check-in procedure. In an effort to protect passengers against COVID-19, MSC Cruises has
advised that the negative PCR test certificate should be no older than 48 hours (and not 72 hours
as previously stated) prior to embarkation. We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause as
we are aware that many passengers have already planned their travel arrangements around
COVID-19 testing.

*** BOARDING AND DISEMBARKATION PROCEDURE ***
To expedite the boarding procedure and as part of MSC Cruise's COVID-19 protocol, all passengers will
be allocated a boarding time. Please do NOT arrive at the cruise terminal earlier than your allocated time
as you will not be permitted to board the ship earlier.

Pre-purchased Flock to Marion merchandise will be available for
collection at the cruise terminal as part of the check-in procedure PRIOR
to boarding the ship. More information to follow soon.
Once aboard the MSC Orchestra, all passengers will be required to report to their cabins for a mandatory
safety briefing. This briefing is screened on the cabin televisions and passengers are required to phone
reception using the cabin telephones to confirm their attendance. Thereafter, all passengers are required
to report to their muster stations for an additional safety briefing.
Similarly, once we return to Durban, MSC Cruises will follow a staggered disembarkation procedure. We

Similarly, once we return to Durban, MSC Cruises will follow a staggered disembarkation procedure. We
advise all passengers with additional travel plans to either plan a night in Durban or to book on the latest
evening flight as we cannot guarantee what time we will dock and when you will be able to disembark.

*** PLUG ADAPTORS ***
The MSC Orchestra is fitted with both 110v and 220v. The plug sockets are American (Types A
and B 110v) and European round 2 pin (Type C 220v). Please see a guide below.
Standard South African plug Types D, M and N will NOT fit these sockets. Passengers are
required to purchase a suitable adaptor in advance of the voyage if they foresee a need to charge
any devices with these socket types. Note that plug adaptors are not available for purchase on the
MSC Orchestra.

Will you be one of the best dressed "birds" at
the Bird Party on 26 January?
We have two copies of "Seabirds: The New
Identification Guide" (by Peter Harrison, Martin
Perrow, and Hans Larsson) for the two best
dressed people at the Bird Party.
Peter Harrison will be on the ship to sign and
personalise these books.
Our undercover "bird" scouts will be out scanning
the horizon to find the best dressed "birds". Note
that it is not "compulsory" to dress up, so it's
entirely up to you.....

*** FOOD, BEVERAGE AND INTERNET PACKAGES ***
MSC Cruises offer several food, beverage, internet and laundry packages, which are available for
purchase until no later than 3 days before the date of embarkation. We strongly recommend all
passengers purchase one or more of these packages. Beverages and internet packages may be
purchased on the cruise by loading money to your room card, however it is more cost-effective to
purchase these packages in advance of the voyage.
Note that a 15% surcharge is added to all purchases as a gratuity. This is payable at the end of the
voyage prior to disembarkation.

*** WEATHER, CLOTHING AND OPTICS ***
Average daytime temperatures for the month of January are as follows:
Cape Town: 16°C (60°F); max 29°C (84°F)
Durban: min 21°C (70°F); max 32°C (90°F)
Prince Edward Islands: min 5°C (41°F); max 11°C (51°F)
However, please note that these temperatures do not account for the additive influences of wind and rain.
Dress is casual throughout the voyage; however, you may wish to bring a more formal set of clothes to
wear during the evening as shorts are not permitted in the main dining areas. Shorts and t-shirts are
suitable on the decks during departure and arrival but be advised that windchill decreases the real feel
while we are sailing.
All passengers should be kitted with waterproof gear for the trip as rain is a certainty on this voyage,
especially near the Prince Edward Islands. Layering is recommended to help you adjust to weather
changes and for birding both from inside the ship and outdoors on the deck. A heavy sweater and a light
sweater should be brought to give flexibility in changing temperature and wind conditions. Turtlenecks are
a good option.
As added protection from the elements, a set of water-resistant gloves may be useful. A buff (see
below) or a combination of neck gaiter, a warm hat or ski cap should be worn to protect the head and
neck, where much body heat is lost and exposure to the sun is a concern. Reliable sun protection is
essential due to both direct sun and the indirect solar radiation reflected from water. Quality sunglasses
are indispensable! They should block all ultraviolet light. Polarized sunglasses are especially valuable
because of the glare off horizontal reflective surfaces. A high-rating sunblock should be applied regularly
during each day to all exposed skin. A sunblock lip balm should be applied even more frequently, as it
does not last as long on your lips as regular sunblock lasts on your skin.
To help protect your optics, we also recommend carrying suitable lens wipes and protective gear. ZEISS
lens wipes are available for purchase through the online Shop for the Birds! at affordable prices. Binocular
harnesses will also help protect your neck from the prolonged strain of carrying binoculars around your
neck. For more information, please visit www.shop.birdlife.org.za.

*** GUIDING, LISTING, AND RECORDING YOUR SIGHTINGS ***
KEEPING THE OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST:
The Flock to Marion voyage will certainly give us the opportunity to record an impressive list of seabirds
and marine mammals, including chances for several rare and little-known species. To assist you in the
field, we have 40 of the world’s top sea-birders and marine mammal experts who will act as guides and
who will be posted at various prime viewing locations on the ship. All guides are skilled at seabird and
marine mammal identification, and we invite you to approach and discuss your sightings with our guides.
Each evening on the Flock to Marion voyage, our guides will convene for a meeting to discuss the day’s
sightings. A running species list will be made available each day at BidLife South Africa’s information
deck, on Deck 7 near the Internet Café. We will keep a detailed list of all species seen and BirdLife South
Africa will be publishing the official list in the weeks following the voyage, once any controversial or
debated sightings have been resolved by the guides and BirdLife South Africa’s Rarities Committee.
HOW WILL SIGHTINGS BE ANNOUNCED ON THE SHIP?
Our 40 professional guides are skilled at identifying and pointing out birds, as many work as international
wildlife guides. Our guides will be communicating with one another using two-way radios to ensure that all
sightings are reported in a timely manner. Our guides will be easily recognizable as on-duty guides will be
wearing fluorescent vests. They will announce sightings across their decks using loudhailers. For notable
sightings, we will use the ship’s PA system to report sightings across all public spaces. The layout of our
guiding stations is attached hereto, and the guide roster will be available at BirdLife South Africa’s
information desk on Deck 7 near the Internet Café.
CAN YOU USE BIRDLASSER TO RECORD SIGHTINGS?
We would encourage our passengers to enter and submit their sightings using BirdLasser, eBird, or your
preferred listing app. If you intend using BirdLasser to keep a record of your sightings, change your region
(in BirdLasser’s settings) to ‘Southern Oceans and Antarctica’ to cover the full diversity of species we may
encounter. Remember to change your region back to ‘Southern Africa’ when we return. You do not need
internet access to enter your sightings on BirdLasser, as the app functions off your phone’s GPS.
CAN YOU COUNT YOUR SIGHTINGS TOWARDS YOUR SOUTHERN AFRICAN LIFE LIST?
The Southern African subregion extends 200 nautical miles (370 km) from the South African coast. Any
species seen in this region can count towards your Southern African life list.
WHAT HAPPENS ONCE WE CROSS THE 'INVISIBLE LINE?'
Any species that are seen within 200 nautical miles (370 km) of both South Africa and the Prince Edward
Marion Islands (Marion Island is one of the Prince Edward Islands) count towards your SOUTH African list
(independent of the Southern African list). You can join the South African Listers’ Club here:
https://www.birdlife.org.za/go-birding/go-birding-south-africa-listers-club/
All sightings, including those in international waters >200 nautical miles (370 km) from both South Africa
and the Prince Edward Islands will count towards your world life list.

A reminder that each time a newsletter goes out it will be saved to the website and copies of these
can be found under Newsletter Updates at www.birdlife.org.za/flock-to-marion-2022
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