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Dear Flock to Marion passengers, 
 
With just 5 days to go, we’re busy with the final preparations for our once-in-a-lifetime voyage to the Southern 
Ocean. We are very excited! Some of our staff and passengers are already en route to Cape Town and 
Peter Harrison MBE and his wife, Shirley Metz, our esteemed guests on the voyage, have arrived 
after their long journey from the United States. The final pieces are falling into place and we are looking 
forward to welcoming you aboard the MSC Orchestra.  
  
In the final days leading up to our voyage, we would like to take this opportunity to remind you to please 
remain cautious of COVID-19 as you travel to Cape Town. Although we’re now seeing a significant decline 
in infections in South Africa following the fourth COVID-19 wave, a negative 48-hour PCR test result is still 
required in order to participate in the voyage. Once you arrive at the cruise terminal, we ask that passengers 
please follow the instructions given by MSC Cruises staff, maintain social distancing during check-in, 
wear a mask covering both one’s nose and mouth, and sanitize hands regularly. Please also take note of 
your allocated boarding time and do not arrive at the cruise terminal any earlier as the staggered boarding 
procedure is to ensure everyone's safety. MSC Cruises has run four successful cruises in South African 
waters this season, so their systems have been tried and tested.  
 
The Flock to Marion voyage is a unique opportunity to sail to the Southern Ocean. As part of this exciting 
voyage, we will feature a series of lectures by some top seabird and marine mammal experts. We have also 
obtained the assistance of 40 top sea-birders who will be our guides on the decks. A themed evening gives 
you the opportunity to dress as a quirky and quacky bird for a night of fun and festivities; and our previous 
themed evenings have been a highlight. You will also have the opportunity to contribute to the conservation 
of South Africa's birds and their habitats by joining our Conservation League Donors or by making a donation 
or sponsoring a hectare towards the critically important Mouse-Free Marion Project 
(https://mousefreemarion.org) which this incredible cruise is being organized in aid of.  
 
This will be our last formal communication before Monday. However, should you have any questions about 
the Flock to Marion voyage, please contact us at flock2022@birdlife.org.za and our team will gladly assist 
you. Please also check the latest Flock to Marion Facebook group where we will be posting more informal 



 

updates. Once aboard the ship, you will be able to find BirdLife South Africa's staff at our information desk 
on Deck 6 (Travel Desk).  
  
We wish you safe travels to Cape Town and a wonderful voyage, and we look forward to birding with you! 
  
Kind regards 
  

Mark D. Anderson 
Chief Executive Officer 
BirdLife South Africa 

 

  
 

   

 

*** PERMIT TO ENTER THE PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND MARINE PROTECTED AREA *** 
 
BirdLife South Africa has unfortunately not been able to secure a permit for the MSC Orchestra to 
enter the Prince Edward Island MPA (i.e. within 12 nm of the islands). This is unfortunate, as we are 
unlikely to see Lesser Sheathbills, Crozet Shags or Kerguelen Terns this far from the islands. 
However, the voyage will still offer a unique opportunity to visit the Southern Ocean and see the vast 
array of seabirds that inhabit this vast wilderness. Between 40 and 60S, 98% of the Southern 
Hemisphere is ocean, so the few specks of land are immensely important for breeding seabirds and 
seals.  
  
The number of birds close to the Prince Edward Islands is a spectacle to behold, and we will see this 
spectacle, as we will spend time within sight of the two islands. Mid-summer is the best time to visit 
the region, when most birds are breeding.  
  
In addition to spending time around the Prince Edward Islands, we will also travel up to 100 nautical 
miles south of the islands, so we should also see those species that mainly forage in Antarctic waters, 
such as Kerguelen and Blue Petrels, which are rare north of the islands. 
 
Birders will be able to include any species seen in the 200 nm EEZ around the Prince Edward Islands 
on their South African lists, so we expect twitchers to add many species to their lists. In addition, our 
passengers are reminded that, following departure from Cape Town, we will spend time in the South 
African EEZ on Tuesday morning and when we return to Durban on Monday morning, thus allowing 
time for birders to record species for their South and southern African lists. 

 

 

  
 

  

*** IMPORTANT COVID-19 AND IDENTIFICATION UPDATES *** 
  



 

MSC Cruises has informed BirdLife South Africa that South Africans will no longer be required to produce 
their passports when checking in for embarkation on the MSC Orchestra for the Flock to Marion voyage. 
South African passengers will still need to present an ID book or ID card during embarkation, and ALL 
international passengers will be required to present their passports. 
   
All passengers will be required to present a negative COVID-19 PCR test certificate as part of the check-in 
procedure. In an effort to protect passengers against COVID-19, MSC Cruises has advised that the 
negative PCR test certificate should be no older than 48 hours (and not 72 hours as previously 
stated) before embarkation. Passengers will be required to present the original test certificate (digital or 
hard copy) at check-in. Note that SMS messages will NOT be accepted. Tests performed from 10h00 on 
Saturday 22 January will be accepted. In addition to a negative PCR test, all passengers will also be required 
to take a rapid antigen test at embarkation, at no additional cost. We apologise for any inconvenience this 
may cause as we are aware that many passengers have already planned their travel arrangements around 
COVID-19 testing. 
 
Packing essentials include your COVID-19 vaccination certificate and negative 48-hour COVID-19 PCR test 
certificate. MSC Cruises’ emergency number is (+27) 073 461 6728 and it is only to be used on the weekend 
(Saturday 22 and Sunday 23 January) if you test positive, and need advice/assistance from MSC Cruises. 

 

  
 

   

 

Will you be one of the best 

dressed "birds" at the Bird Party 

on 26 January? 
  

We have two copies of "Seabirds: 

The New Identification Guide" (by 

Peter Harrison, Martin Perrow, and 
Hans Larsson) for the two best 

dressed people at the Bird Party. 

  

Peter Harrison will be on the ship to 
sign and personalise these books. 

  

Our undercover "bird" scouts will be 

out scanning the horizon to find the 
best dressed "birds". Note that it is 

not "compulsory" to dress up, so it's 

entirely up to you... 

 

 

  
 



  

 

*** BOARDING AND DISEMBARKATION PROCEDURE *** 
  
To expedite the boarding procedure, and as part of MSC Cruise's COVID-19 protocol, all passengers will 
be allocated a boarding time. Please do NOT arrive at the cruise terminal earlier than your allocated time as 
you will not be permitted to board the ship earlier. We understand that some passengers have received 
multiple boarding times from MSC Cruises, but please follow the latest boarding times provided.  
  

Pre-purchased Flock to Marion merchandise will be available for 
collection at the cruise terminal as part of the check-in procedure PRIOR 

to boarding the ship.  
 
Please be advised that your main luggage will be taken from you by MSC officials at 
boarding. We recommend that all passengers carry a tote bag (or similar) with some essentials and 
packing space for your Flock to Marion merchandise. Your main luggage will be delivered to your cabin 
by MSC.  
 
Once aboard the MSC Orchestra, all passengers will be required to report to their cabins for a mandatory 
safety briefing. This briefing is screened on the cabin televisions and passengers are required to phone 
reception using the cabin telephones to confirm their attendance. Thereafter, all passengers are required to 
report to their muster stations for an additional safety briefing. 
 
Similarly, once we return to Durban, MSC Cruises will follow a staggered disembarkation procedure. We 
advise all passengers with additional travel plans to either plan a night in Durban or to book on the latest 
evening flight as we cannot guarantee what time we will dock and when you will be able to disembark.  

 

  
 

  
 

 

*** DIRECTIONS TO THE CRUISE TERMINAL *** 
 
The Cape Town Cruise Terminal can be reached by navigating 

to 'Makers Landing' at the Victoria & Alfred Waterfront. The 

area will be cordoned off and limited parking is available. 'Drop 

and Go' using Uber, Taxify, Bolt, or other will be preferred.  
Markers Landing GPS: -33.91061, 18.42533 

 

  
 

  

*** LECTURE SCHEDULE ON THE MSC ORCHESTRA *** 
  
We will feature talks by several of the world’s top conservationists, seabird experts, and marine mammal 
specialists.  Our speakers will cover many facets of seabird and marine mammal biology, from their 
conservation to their identification and biology. 



 

  
We have sought the assistance of some of the world’s leading experts who are eager to share their 
experience and knowledge in a series of lectures. 
  
We guarantee that you will be enthralled! 
  
Where: Covent Garden Theatre (Deck 6, ship’s Bow) 
When: 09:00, 11:00, 14:00, and 19:30 daily 
  
Please note that seating capacity within the theatre is limited to 620 persons to ensure social distancing. We 
are nearing capacity for several of our lectures so we would advise that you reserve your seats soonest.  

 

   

 

Please reserve your seats for the Lectures HERE 
 

 

  
 

  

  

  

*** ATTENTION MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN LISTERS' CLUB *** 
   
There are likely to be many of you joining the Flock to Marion cruise who are members of the South African 
Listers’ Club. If you are not yet a member, you can also join by visiting www.birdlife.org.za/go-birding/go-
birding-south-africa-listers-club/. 
  
We would like to meet as many as possible on board and possibly even arrange a get-together. 
  
The nature of this once-in-a-lifetime voyage brings the opportunity to add many rare and little-known species 
to your South African lists. With this, we expect many of our members may reach milestones, 300, 400, 500, 
600, 700 or 800 on this cruise. For those that do, we will be awarding a free milestone badge in recognition 
of your achievement. If you are a member and joining Flock to Marion, please send your latest total 
to salistersclub@birdlife.org.za and let us know your name and your current total. 



 

  
Listers’ Club milestone badges are available for purchase from the online Shop for the Birds! 
at https://shop.birdlife.org.za/ for a price of just R75.00 each. Each badge is a different colour, and as your 
list grows and you collect them you are able to assemble your South African flag. 

 

  

  

  
 

   

 

*** FOOD, BEVERAGE AND INTERNET PACKAGES *** 
 
MSC Cruises offer several food, beverage, internet and laundry packages, which are available for 
purchase until no later than 3 days before the date of embarkation. We 
strongly recommend that all passengers should purchase one or more of these packages. 
Beverages and internet packages may be purchased on the cruise by loading money to your room 
card. It is however more cost-effective to purchase these packages in advance of the voyage. 
 
Note that a 15% surcharge is added to all purchases as a gratuity. This is payable at the end of 
the voyage prior to disembarkation.  

 

 

  
 

  

 

*** WIND AND DISEMBARKATION ON MONDAY *** 
  
MSC Cruises has advised that our passengers should remain flexible on Monday 24 January, given the 
probability of strong south-easterly winds that could restrict the passage of the MSC Orchestra into the Cape 
Town harbour and thus delay our embarkation. MSC Cruises and BirdLife South Africa will stay in constant 
communication with the Flock to Marion passengers about when to arrive at the cruise terminal, but please 
ensure that all your personal contact details are correct on your booking so that we can easily contact 
you. Updates will be posted to the Flock to Marion Facebook group and via email. 

 

  
 

  



  

  

 

*** SHARING OF KILLER WHALE SIGHTINGS *** 
  
There is a possibility that killer whales (Orcinus orca) may be seen during Flock to Marion, both in South 
African waters but particularly around the Prince Edward Islands. The Marion Island Marine Mammal 
Programme (MIMMP) (www.marionseals.com) has been studying killer whales from the Marion Island 
shoreline since 2006. Due to the shore-based nature of the on-going study, the offshore movements of killer 
whales are not well known and are limited to a small sample of killer whales that have been tracked using 
GPS devices (see: http://hdl.handle.net/2263/49986). Flock to Marion therefore provides a unique 
opportunity to observe Marion killer whales off-shore of the archipelago and it would aid MIMMP research if 
we know who and where they are sighted.  
 
The MIMMP therefore requests that any killer whale sightings please be shared with us to enhance our 
knowledge of the Marion Island population. Please could you send details of sightings (time, location and 
number of individuals) and any photos to Rowan Jordaan (rowanjor@gmail.com) or to the ‘Marion Island 
Killer Whales’ Facebook page.  
 
Photos are vitally important because from photos, we are able to identify individuals through unique nicks 
and notches on dorsal fins. To date, over 70 unique individuals have been observed at Marion Island.  
 
Please feel free to view the latest killer whale ID catalogue on our website using the link provided and contact 
us if you have any questions. https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.11938680.v1 

 

  
 

  



  

  
 

  
 

 

*** GUIDING ON FLOCK TO MARION *** 
 
We will have guides positioned at various optimal viewing 
decks on all sides of the ship. The guides will work in 3-hour 

shifts between 06h00 and 18h00 daily, and from 05h00 to 

18h00 on day 2 to maximise our chances of adding rarities 

while in South African EEZ.  
 

Guiding stations are abbreviated as follows: 

7.1P = Deck 7, Station 1, Port-side 
 

  

 

  
HOW WILL SIGHTINGS BE ANNOUNCED ON THE SHIP? 
Our 40 professional guides are skilled at identifying and pointing out birds, as many work as international 
wildlife guides. Our guides will be communicating with one another using two-way radios to ensure that all 
sightings are reported in a timely manner. Our guides will be easily recognizable as on-duty guides will be 
wearing fluorescent vests. They will announce sightings across their decks using loudhailers. For notable 
sightings, we will use the ship’s PA system to report sightings across all public spaces. The layout of our 
guiding stations is as per the above, and the guide roster will be available at BirdLife South Africa’s 
information desk on Deck 6 at the Travel Desk 
.  
CAN YOU USE BIRDLASSER TO RECORD SIGHTINGS? 
We would encourage our passengers to enter and submit their sightings using BirdLasser, eBird, or 
other listing apps. If you intend using BirdLasser to keep a record of your sightings, change your region (in 
BirdLasser’s settings) to ‘Southern Oceans and Antarctica’ to cover the full diversity of species we may 
encounter. Remember to change your region back to ‘Southern Africa’ when we return. You do not need 
internet access to enter your sightings on BirdLasser, as the app functions off your phone’s GPS.  

 

  



  

  
 

  

  

  
 

  

 

A reminder that each time a newsletter goes out it will be saved to the website and 
copies of these can be found under Newsletter 
Updates at www.birdlife.org.za/flock-to-marion-2022 
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