
  



 

Introduction: 
 
BirdLife South Africa and MSC Cruises are thrilled to welcome you aboard the MSC Orchestra, 
as we make history by sailing the first commercial cruise liner down to the Prince Edward 
Islands. Marion Island is the larger of the two landmasses though both this island, and the 
neighbouring Prince Edward Island, are important breeding sites for marine mammals and 
many seabird species. We are sure to see some of these magnificent birds and marine 
mammals on our voyage and we will have seabird guides positioned at various stations 
around the ship to assist you with their identification. We have sought the assistance of the 
world’s leading experts and they are eager to share their experience and knowledge with you.  
 
For those who want to take a break from birding on the decks, we also have a series of lectures 
featuring talks by several of the world’s top conservationists, seabird experts, and marine 
mammal specialists. Our speakers will cover many facets of seabird and marine mammal 
biology, from their conservation and population status to their identification and biology. We 
guarantee that you will be enthralled!  
 

When: 09:00, 11:00, 14:00, and 19:30 daily 
Where: Covent Garden Theatre (Deck 6, ship’s bow) 

 
Please note that seating capacity within the theatre is limited to 620 persons, thus ensuring 
social distancing. Please reserve your seating using the link provided below: 
 
https://allevents.eventsair.com/birdlife-sa/onboardlecture/Site/Register 

 
Please arrive at least 15 minutes prior to the start of the talk so that we can maintain social 
distancing in the theatre and in the passageways. Please note that you will enter the theatre 
on Deck 6 (the Deck 7 entrances will be closed) alphabetically by the first letter of your 
surname (per your booking reference) with names A through M entering from the port (left) 
side of the ship, and names N through Z entering from the starboard (right) side of the ship. 
You can reconnect with your friends and family once inside the theatre. If you arrive later 
than 15 minutes before your booked lecture we will begin to give away seats to those who 
have not pre-booked (see below). 
 
Please also note that wearing of masks and social distancing will apply for the entire duration 
of the talks. We will also be sanitizing the theatre between every talk to ensure the safety of 
our passengers and staff. This means that all members of the audience must vacate the 
theatre directly after the lecture. 
 

For more information, please consult BirdLife South Africa’s information desk on Deck 7 
near the Internet Café above the main reception. 

 
 
 



 

Detailed lecture programme: 
 

Tuesday 25 January 2022  

14:00 14:45 

Peter Harrison MBE (Apex Expeditions)  
Seven Years and Seven Continents 
Join Peter on a series of adventures spanning seven globe-trotting years in his Land Rover during research for 
his award-winning first book, Seabirds: An Identification Guide. Punctuated with humour and anecdotal 
stories, the lecture begins with an overland journey from London to Cape Town. This inspirational story is not 
about being the best, but simply doing your best. 

19:30 20:15 

Peter Harrison MBE (Apex Expeditions) 
Seven Years and Seven Continents (repeat) 
Join Peter on a series of adventures spanning seven globe-trotting years in his Land Rover during research for 
his award-winning first book, Seabirds: An Identification Guide. Punctuated with humour and anecdotal 
stories, the lecture begins with an overland journey from London to Cape Town. This inspirational story is not 
about being the best, but simply doing your best. 

 
Wednesday 26 January 2022 

09:00 09:45 

Dr Anton Wolfaardt (Mouse-Free Marion Project) 
Saving Marion Island’s seabirds: the Mouse-Free Marion Project 
Marion Island is a globally important breeding site for seabirds. It is home to a quarter of the world's 
Wandering Albatrosses, millions of other seabirds, as well as other wildlife. This important island is facing a 
grave threat. House Mice, inadvertently introduced by sealers in the early 19th century, are eating the island 
into a state of ecological crisis. Anton will provide an overview of the urgent and ambitious project to 
eradicate the introduced mice from the island, reclaiming it for its seabirds and restoring the important 
ecological processes that have been undermined by the mice. 

11:00 11:45 

Trevor Hardaker (Zest for Birds) 
Photographing seabirds at sea 
Photographing seabirds at sea can be challenging for even the best of photographers. As with any subject, 
anticipating and creating powerful images requires a deep understanding of the subject’s behaviour and 
environment. Seabirds are typically incredibly aerobatic and fast-moving, covering immense distances in a 
single day. Their aerobatic flight pattern implies that they are either captured against a bright sky or against 
a dark sea, making exposure a challenge. Moreover, most pelagic bird photography is handheld and, even 
the subject is stationary beside a boat, the photographer is almost constantly moving. In this lecture, Trevor 
will share some insight into how to overcome these and other challenges based on years of observing and 
photographing seabirds on pelagics out of Cape Town and elsewhere.  

14:00 14:45 

Dr Anton Wolfaardt (Mouse-Free Marion Project) 
Saving Marion Island’s seabirds: the Mouse-Free Marion Project (repeat) 
Marion Island is a globally important breeding site for seabirds. It is home to a quarter of the world's 
Wandering Albatrosses, millions of other seabirds, as well as other wildlife. This important island is facing a 
grave threat. House Mice, inadvertently introduced by sealers in the early 19th century, are eating the 
island into a state of ecological crisis. Anton will provide an overview of the urgent and ambitious project to 
eradicate the introduced mice from the island, reclaiming it for its seabirds and restoring the important 
ecological processes that have been undermined by the mice. 

19:30 20:15 

Patricia Zurita (BirdLife International) 
BirdLife International Centenary  
BirdLife International is a global family of more than 115 national partners covering all continents, landscapes 
and seascapes and is connected to a network of over 2 million birders, scientists and volunteers.  In order to 
save the planet and its birds, BirdLife International uses science to implement the most effective and 
innovative conservation measures possible. In 2022, BirdLife International celebrates 100 years of 
conservation impact and linking birds, habitats, nature and people in an extraordinary way. Patricia will speak 
about the history of the organisation and why it is the world’s most effective conservation alliance. 

 
 
 



 

Thursday 27 January 2022 

09:00 09:45 

Prof. Ken Findlay (Cape Peninsula University of Technology) 
Marine Mammals of the Southern African subregion and the Southern Ocean 
A talk describing the marine mammal fauna of the Southern African subregion and the Southern Ocean, their 
histories of exploitation and their current conservation status, threats and management. From the seals to 
the whales, human interaction with marine mammal populations have historically been centered on 
exploitation, leading to massive perturbations in Southern Ocean trophic systems. Populations, now 
protected, are showing increases and recoveries. But what of new indirect threats arising from ocean change 
and ocean resource use change and the “hows” and “whys” of research to address these? 

11:00 11:45 

Prof. Peter Ryan (University of Cape Town) 
Birds and Island ecology of Marion Island 
The Prince Edward Islands are one of a handful of islands in the Southern Ocean. Between 40°S and 60°S, 
98% of the Southern Hemisphere is ocean, so these few specks of land are immensely important for breeding 
seabirds and seals. This talk will highlight the diversity and global importance of the birds breeding at the 
Prince Edward Islands, and touch on their population trends and conservation status. 

14:00 14:45 

Prof. Ken Findlay (Cape Peninsula University of Technology) 
Marine Mammals of the Southern African subregion and the Southern Ocean (repeat) 
A talk describing the marine mammal fauna of the Southern African subregion and the Southern Ocean, their 
histories of exploitation and their current conservation status, threats and management. From the seals to 
the whales, human interaction with marine mammal populations have historically been centered on 
exploitation, leading to massive perturbations in Southern Ocean trophic systems. Populations, now 
protected, are showing increases and recoveries. But what of new indirect threats arising from ocean change 
and ocean resource use change and the “hows” and “whys” of research to address these? 

19:30 20:15 

Prof. Peter Ryan (University of Cape Town) 
Birds and Island ecology of Marion Island (repeat)  
The Prince Edward Islands are one of a handful of islands in the Southern Ocean. Between 40°S and 60°S, 
98% of the Southern Hemisphere is ocean, so these few specks of land are immensely important for breeding 
seabirds and seals. This talk will highlight the diversity and global importance of the birds breeding at the 
Prince Edward Islands, and touch on their population trends and conservation status. 

 
Friday 28 January 2022 

09:00 09:45 

Dr Daniel Danckwerts (Rockjumper Worldwide Birding Tours & ZEISS) 
Seabirds of the tropical western Indian Ocean: populations, ecology and conservation 
Having spent over a decade researching seabirds of the western Indian Ocean, Dan will share some insight 
into the distribution, population trends, conservation status, and ecology of tropicbirds, frigatebirds, boobies, 
and other mouth-watering tropical species. Dan will highlight his research on the Barau’s Petrel (Pterodroma 
baraui) and the threats that this species, and others, face in the region. 

11:00 11:45 

Peter Harrison MBE (Apex Expeditions) 
The penguins 
Perhaps the best-loved of all Seabird groups, penguins are the only order in the class Aves in which all 
members are both flightless and aquatic. Peter introduces us to the 19 species of penguins, the Master 
Submariners of the bird world, some of which reach depths of more than 1600 feet and can hold their breath 
for 18 minutes. 

14:00 14:45 

Dr Dominic Rollinson (Birding Ecotours) 
Understanding and mitigating seabird bycatch from longline fisheries off South Africa 
This talk will provide a broad description of longline fishing off southern Africa and the impact it has on 
seabird populations in southern African waters. Dominic spent many months onboard local and Asian 
longline vessels as part of his PhD research and thus has gained useful insights into the fishery and how 
seabird bycatch can be reduced in the fishery.  

19:30 20:15 

Peter Harrison MBE (Apex Expeditions) 
The penguins (repeat)  
Perhaps the best-loved of all Seabird groups, penguins are the only order in the class Aves in which all 
members are both flightless and aquatic. Peter introduces us to the 19 species of penguins, the Master 



 

Submariners of the bird world, some of which reach depths of more than 1600 feet and can hold their 
breath for 18 minutes. 

 
Saturday 29 January 2022 

09:00 09:45 

Andrea Angel (BirdLife South Africa) 
The Albatross Task Force: tackling seabird bycatch challenges and maintaining reduction by leveraging 
carrots and sticks 
Seabird bycatch is the most pervasive conservation challenge faced by pelagic seabirds species foraging off 
the coast of South Africa and globally. While solutions exist, broadscale implementation of mitigation 
measures is not possible. By leveraging ‘carrots’ and ‘sticks’ the Albatross Task Force (ATF) engages fisheries, 
works with government and partners to research innovative compliance tools, adapt existing mitigation 
measures and address bycatch in new fleets. As local and regional efforts to ensure more sustainable fisheries 
grow, maintaining hard-earned bycatch reductions is key. 

11:00 11:45 

Peter Harrison MBE (Apex Expeditions) 
Ocean nomads: the albatrosses 
Largest of all flying birds with lifespans that match those of humans, the 22 albatross species are the most 
itinerant of all life forms, capable of flying more than 1000 miles a day and of circumnavigating the planet in 
fewer than 50 days. Join Peter as he introduces his favourite of all birds. Delivered with humour and passion, 
this is a talk for the child that lurks within us all. 

14:00 14:45 

Dr Alistair McInnes (BirdLife South Africa) 
Conservation challenges and solutions for threatened Benguela seabirds 
South Africa has a rich diversity of coastal seabird species and nowhere is this more evident than in the highly 
productive Benguela Ecosystem which is home to seven breeding endemic species. Unfortunately, four of 
these species, African Penguin, Cape Gannet, Cape Cormorant and Bank Cormorant are currently globally 
threatened due to a variety of threats mostly in their foraging habitat at sea. This talk will explore some of 
the major long-term and emerging drivers of these species’ populations and current efforts by BirdLife South 
Africa and its partners to improve the conservation status of these species. 

19:30 20:15 

Peter Harrison MBE (Apex Expeditions) 
Ocean nomads: the albatrosses (repeat)  
Largest of all flying birds with lifespans that match those of humans, the 22 albatross species are the most 
itinerant of all life forms, capable of flying more than 1000 miles a day and of circumnavigating the planet in 
fewer than 50 days. Join Peter as he introduces his favourite of all birds. Delivered with humour and 
passion, this is a talk for the child that lurks within us all. 

 
Sunday 30 January 2022 

09:00 09:45 

Christina Hagen & Dr Tegan Carpenter-Kling (BirdLife South Africa) 
Cape Gannet: Bird of the Year 2022 
The Cape Gannet is an endemic coastal seabird, found only in South Africa and Namibia. Superbly adapted 
for hunting small pelagic fish, these birds have a unique hunting technique that sees them plunging from 
great heights into schools of fish. Unfortunately, these birds are also Endangered, with their population still 
decreasing. In this presentation, we will explore the fascinating life history and behaviour of the Cape Gannet 
before taking a look at the threats they are facing and sharing some of the conservation efforts underway to 
conserve them. 

11:00 11:45 

Christina Hagen & Dr Tegan Carpenter-Kling (BirdLife South Africa) 
Cape Gannet: Bird of the Year 2022 (repeat)  
The Cape Gannet is an endemic coastal seabird, found only in South Africa and Namibia. Superbly adapted 
for hunting small pelagic fish, these birds have a unique hunting technique that sees them plunging from 
great heights into schools of fish. Unfortunately, these birds are also Endangered, with their population still 
decreasing. In this presentation, we will explore the fascinating life history and behaviour of the Cape Gannet 
before taking a look at the threats they are facing and sharing some of the conservation efforts underway to 
conserve them. 

19:30 20:15 

Mark D. Anderson (BirdLife International), Peter Harrison MBE (Apex Expeditions), and others 
Conservation League Donors and Mouse-Free Marion ‘sponsor a hectare’ lucky draws 
BirdLife South Africa invites you to attend the lucky draw linked to our two fundraisers, kindly sponsored by 
ZEISS and Swarovski Optik: the Golden Bird Patrons and Mouse-Free Marion Sponsor a Hectare initiatives.  



 

Introducing our speakers: 
 

 

Peter Harrison MBE (Apex Expeditions) 
Peter Harrison is known as the “David Attenborough of the Seas” and is 
a doyen on seabirds worldwide. His first book on seabird identification 
has been the standard reference for 40 years, however, this will be 
imminently eclipsed by his magnum opus, “Seabirds, the New 
Identification Guide” – a 12-year effort that will be launched during the 
voyage. Peter has an MBE, and was awarded the Royal Society’s 
Conservation Gold Medal and the Linnaean Society’s Eisenmann Award 
for Excellence in Ornithology. 
 

   

 

Prof. Peter Ryan (University of Cape Town) 
Peter Ryan is Director of the FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology. 
He has worked on Southern Ocean seabirds since the 1980s, when he 
started studying the impacts of plastic ingestion on seabirds. He has 
visited the Prince Edward Islands many times since then, and over the 
last decade his research team has been instrumental in documenting 
the impacts of mice on seabirds breeding at Marion Island.  
 

  

 

Dr Anton Wolfaardt (Mouse-Free Marion Project) 
Anton has worked for more than 25 years in the field of seabird and 
island conservation, a journey which started on Marion Island in 1994, 
working as a seabird field researcher. He subsequently lived and worked 
on Dassen Island, off the west coast of South Africa, and in the Falkland 
Islands, where he worked for the UK Government on seabird projects in 
the Falkland Islands, South Georgia, Tristan da Cunha (including Gough 
Island) and Antarctica. In February 2021 Anton was appointed as the 
Project Manager to eradicate introduced house mice from Marion 
Island: Saving Marion Island's Seabirds.  
 

  

  



 

 

Patricia Zurita (BirdLife International)  
Patricia Zurita is the Chief Executive Officer of BirdLife International, the 
world’s largest nature conservation partnership, bringing together over 
115 organizations worldwide to conserve birds, their habitats and global 
biodiversity, working with people towards sustainable use of natural 
resources. Patricia is also the first woman from a developing country 
(Ecuador) to become CEO of an international conservation organization.  
Prior to BirdLife, Patricia was the Executive Director of the Critical 
Ecosystem Partnership Fund, and led the Conservation Stewards 
Program in Conservation International. She previously worked for the 
Ecuadorian Government and holds a Masters in Natural Resource 
Economics from Duke University, USA. 
 

  

 

Prof. Ken Findlay (Cape Peninsula University of Technology)  
Prof Ken Findlay is the Research Chair: Oceans Economy at the Cape 
Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT) in Cape Town, South Africa 
and previously oversaw the Mammal Research Institute Whale Unit of 
the University of Pretoria. As a marine mammal biologist, Ken has been 
integrally involved in marine mammal research in the Southern African 
region and in the Southern Ocean for the last 30 years. He is a member 
of the Scientific Committee of the International Whaling Commission 
(IWC) and is a member of both the IUCN Cetacean Specialist Group and 
Sirenian Specialist Group. He was integrally involved in the IWC’s IDCR 
and SOWER Antarctic survey programmes between 1991 and 2005 and 
in the IWC’s Comprehensive Assessment of Humpback Whales since 
2000.  
 

  

 

Dr Daniel Danckwerts (Rockjumper Worldwide Birding Tours & 
BirdLife South Africa) 
Dr Dan Danckwerts completed his PhD on the genetic population 
structure of tropical seabird populations in 2019 as a collaborative 
research effort between Rhodes University (South Africa) and the 
Université de La Réunion (France). Dan has since been working as a Tour 
Leader for Rockjumper Worldwide Birding Tours, travelling extensively 
throughout Africa and Asia. Dan continues to research tropical seabird 
species and has recently also worked for BirdLife South Africa in the role 
of Communications Manager.  

  

  

  

  

  



 

 

Andrea Angel (BirdLife South Africa) 
Andrea Angel is the Albatross Task Force Manager and part of the 
Seabird Conservation Programme at BirdLife South Africa. Her work 
focuses on mitigating at-sea threats to seabirds through research, 
development of innovative mitigation measures and approaches, while 
advocating for sustainable fishing practices, as part of a global 
conservation initiative. She has worked on seabird conservation issues 
for the past 18 years, including management of invasive species on 
seabird breeding islands. 
 

  

 

Dr Alistair McInnes (BirdLife South Africa) 
Dr Alistair McInnes is the Seabird Conservation Programme Manager at 
BirdLife South Africa where he is primarily involved in supporting and 
developing conservation strategies for threatened seabird species that 
are found within South Africa’s Exclusive Economic Zone. He has 22 
years of conservation and research experience and is particularly 
interested in finding tangible solutions to the major threats that 
seabirds face. 

 

  

 

Dr Tegan Carpenter-Kling (BirdLife South Africa)  
Tegan is responsible for BirdLife South Africa’s research on coastal 
seabirds. Using her background in spatial statistics, Tegan is collecting 
and using tracking data from Cape Gannets, Cape Cormorants and 
African Penguins during different life-history stages to fill knowledge 
gaps and inform conservation and management strategies. Tegan has a 
PhD in Zoology from Nelson Mandela University, her thesis used 
tracking and stable isotope data from ten seabird species and two fur 
seals to investigate their foraging behaviour in relation to 
environmental variability. 

 

  

  

  

  

  



 

 

Christina Hagen (BirdLife South Africa) 
Christina Hagen is responsible for BirdLife South Africa’s attempt to 
establish new African Penguin colonies. She has worked on the African 
Penguin for almost 10 years, focusing on a lack of food as the key threat 
to the species. Christina has an MSc in Conservation Biology from the 
University of Cape Town’s FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology. 
Her thesis on the foraging ecology and physiology of the Cape Gannet 
kickstarted her career in seabird conservation. 

 

  

 

Trevor Hardaker (Zest for Birds)  
Trevor Hardaker started birding as a young boy and, as time progressed, 
the initial interest intensified into a passion (or an obsession as some 
would say). He has birded extensively across Southern African (having 
seen the second highest total of birds recorded in the subregion) and 
has also spent time birding on all seven of the world’s continents. Trevor 
runs the Southern African Rare Bird News alert system and is also 
Chairman of the BirdLife South Africa’s Rarities Committee. 
 

  

 

Dr Dominic Rollinson (Birding Ecotours) 
Dominic obtained his PhD in Conservation Biology from UCT's FitzPatrick 
Institute of African Ornithology in 2017. His PhD aimed to better 
understand and mitigate seabird bycatch from longline vessels 
operating off southern Africa. During his research he spent many 
months onboard foreign longline vessels where he gained useful 
insights into the fishery and got to enjoy some rare seabirds while out 
there! Dominic now works as a tour guide for Birding Ecotours where he 
enjoys traveling the world and showing people birds and other 
wildlife.     
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