Seabird identification
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Proudly organized in
association with:
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1. Albatrosses general
Albatrosses are the largest and perhaps most memorable of all the seabird
groups we hope to encounter on the Flock to Marion Cruise. They range in size
from the Wandering Albatross, with a wingspan exceeding 3.4 m in length, to the
Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross, with a wingspan of roughly 1.8 m. The group is
broadly divided into three:
1) The Great Albatrosses include the 'Royal' and 'Wandering-type' Albatrosses.
They are all characterised by extremely large size, a hunchbacked appearance,
and an obvious white back. Finer plumage traits separating species within this
group include the colour of the cutting edge to the bill, tail colour, and the extent
and pattern of white on the back.
2) The Mollymawks are the most diverse group of albatrosses, ranging in size
from the Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross (smallest) to the Shy (largest) Albatrosses.
All are characterized by a black or slaty grey (never white) back. The extent of
black on the underwing, overall size, head colour, and bill colouration are all
important features within this group.
3) The Sooty Albatrosses include just two species. These are among the smallest
of albatrosses and are characterized by a pointed tail, long and slender wings and
an overall dark brown or grey plumage. Mantle colouration and the colour of the
bill plate are used to separate these two species.

Photographic credits:
Great Albatross - Paul Brooks (eBird)
Sooty Albatross - Noah Strycker (eBird)
Shy Albatoss - Daniel Danckwerts
With thanks!
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2. Wandering-type Albatrosses
The Wandering and Tristian Albatrosses are notoriously difficult to separate and
positive identification will often depend on genetic identification or if the bird is
visibly ringed. The Tristian Albatross breeds on the Gough and Inaccessible
islands, while Wandering Albatross is fairly widespread with some 40% of the
global breeding population using Marion Island. These are large albatrosses with
white underwings and totally pink bills. Juveniles have dark plumage when they
fledge and this progressively whitens with age.
1) Wandering Albatross is the largest of the albatrosses. Birds progressively
whiten as they age, with white appearing from the centre of the upperwing over
the elbow (unlike Southern Royal Albatross which whitens from the leading edge).
The tail is usually black except in old males that are almost totally white. Most
birds show a pink flush to the hind-neck though this feature is somewhat variable
among individuals. Immature birds are largely brown in colour with pale faces.
2) Tristan Albatross is slightly smaller than Wandering Albatross. Their plumage
generally takes longer to whiten but this species never obtains the full white
plumage of an old male Wandering Albatross. Many individuals retain brown in
their plumage, suggestive of a young Wandering Albatross. Look for a 'piano-key'
tail pattern but some Wandering Albatrosses may also show this feature.

Photographic credits:
Wandering Albatross (left) - Paul Brooks (eBird)
Wandering Albatross (middle) - Paul Brooks (eBird)
Wandering Albatross (right) - Phillip Edwards (eBird)
Tristan Albatross (below) - Luke Seitz (eBird)
Tristan Albatross (above) - Dorian Anderson (eBird)
With thanks!
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3. Royal-type Albatrosses
The royal albatrosses are roughly the same size and shape as the Wandering
Albatross but have a sleeker overall appearance given the more graduated
forehead. They are further distinguished from the Wandering Albatross by the
black cutting edge on the bill, their fully white tails at all ages (but with dark
wings), and lack of pink flush to the hind-neck. The two royal albatross are best
separated using the colouration of their upperwings:
1) Northern Royal Albatross has fully black upperwings that contrasts strongly
with the white body. Immature birds have black markings over the otherwise
white back.
2) Southern Royal Albatross is extremely similar to the Northern Royal Albatross
but the upperwing whitens with age. Southern Royal Albatross is best told from a
Wandering-type albatrosses by the white extending from the leading edge of the
upperwing rather than the centre of the wing as in a Wandering-type albatross.
This species is larger then the Northern Royal Albatross, but is slightly smaller
than the Wandering Albatross.

Photographic credits:
Southern Royal Albatross - Paul Brooks (eBird)
Northern Royal Albatross - Paul Brooks (eBird)
Royal Albatross portrait - Luke Seitz (eBrid)
Wandering Albatross portrait - James Kennerley (eBird)
With thanks!
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4. Mollymawks
Mollymawks are some of the smallest Albatrosses. Bill colour, the width of the
black border to the underwing, and overall body size are all key to identification:
1) Shy Albatross is easily identified by the largely white underwing at all ages. The
bill is a unique shade of grey and yellow in adult birds and is dark-tipped but
otherwise mostly grey in immature birds. The back is sooty grey-brown,
appearing pale at a distance. This is the largest of the Mollymawks.
2) Black-browed Albatross has a largely black underwing, which progressively
lightens as the bird reaches adult plumage. Adults retain 2/3 black underwings.
The bill is distinctly orange in adult birds, and mostly grey in immature birds.
3) Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross has 1/3 black underwings at all ages. The
species has an obvious greyish nape. Adults have a rounded yellow ridge to the
upper mandible of the bill, visible only at close range.
4) Indian yellow-nosed Albatross has 1/3 black underwings at all ages. The head
is totally white, except for a pale grey wash over the cheek. Adults have a pointed
yellow ridge to the upper mandible of the bill, visible only at close range.
5) Grey-headed Albatross has a largely black underwing, which progressively
lightens as the bird reaches adult plumage. Adults retain 2/3 black underwings.
Note dark grey wash to head, and yellow ridge to both the upper and lower
mandibles in adults. Immatures are easily confused with Black-browed but note
the entirely black (not dark-tipped) bill.

Photographic credits:
Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross - Daniel Danckwerts
Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross - Daniel Danckwerts
Shy Albatross - Daniel Danckwerts
Black-browed Albatross - Daniel Danckwerts
Grey-headed Albatross - Sergey Goldbev (New Zealand Birds Online)
With thanks!
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5. Sooty Albatrosses
In late January, the two sooty albatrosses will be raising young chicks, which need
to be fed every few days. As such, these birds do not venture too far from their
nests and can usually be found within 400 km of the breeding islands. Our
chances of seeing these rare albatrosses will therefore increase the closer we get
to Marion Island. Both species have sooty brown plumage, white eye-crescents,
long, wedge-shaped tails, and exceptionally long and narrow wings. Mantle
colour and the colour of the cutting edge to the bill are used to separate these
two iconic species.
1) Sooty Albatross has an entirely dark sooty plumage, often with a brown hue, as
well as a yellow lower mandible stripe. Be cautioned as young Sooty Albatrosses
may show a pale collar but this is never as pale and extensive as in Light-mantled
Albatross.
2) Light-mantled Albatross is easily separated from the Sooty Albatross in adult
plumage given the extensive and strongly-contrasted pale mantle. This species
often looks dark-headed and is overall greyer in colour than the Sooty Albatross.
Note too that this species has a lilac ridge to the lower mandible; visible only at
close range.

Photographic credits:
Sooty Albatross - Noah Strycker (eBird)
Light-mantled Albatross - Ken Wright (eBird)
Sooty Albatross portrait - Alan Henry (eBird)
Light-mantled Albatross portrait - Jim Holmes (eBird)
With thanks!
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Black-bellied
Storm Petrel

White-headed
Petrel
Antarctic
Prion

Great-winged
Petrel

Flesh-footed
Shearwater

Common
Diving Petrel

Likely

Moderate

Small

Poor

Northern Giant
Petrel

6. Petrels and shearwaters general
The petrels and shearwaters belong to the second-largest family of seabirds, the
Procellariidae. They all share the feature of fused nostrils on top of the bill; a
feature that separates them from albatrosses.
Petrels are often chunkier than shearwaters, with larger heads and broader
wings. Most petrels take prey from the surface by surface-seizing. These species
fly by dynamic soaring, similar to the albatrosses, using impressive arcs to cover
immense distances.
Shearwaters derive their name from their flight pattern, flying very close to the
water and seeming the shear or cut the crest of the waves. They are adapted to
diving, using their slender wings and feet to 'fly' underwater. They are generally
more petite than petrels, with longer and more delicate bills.
Diving Petrels have short rounded wings adapted for propelling themselves
underwater. These species flap rapidly and regularly dive into waves.
Prions are the most difficult seabirds to identify at sea. They are small blue-grey
birds with a dark "M" across their wings, dark tail tips, and mostly white
underparts. They are abundant in the Southern Ocean. We include the Blue
Petrel in this group as they can easily be confused.
For the purposes of these identification cards, we have grouped species by
appearance rather than taxonomically.

Photographic credits:
Great-winged Petrel - Leigh Pieterse (eBird)
White-headed Petrel - Matt Wright (eBird)
Black-bellied Storm Petrel - Daniel Danckwerts
Flesh-footed Shearwater - Daniel Danckwerts
Antarctic Prion - Daniel Danckwerts
Northern Giant Petrel - Brian Sullivan (eBird)
Common Diving Petrel - Tony Palliser (eBird)
With thanks!
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7. Dark petrels
Petrels are chunky but incredible aerobatic seabirds. By grouping petrels on the
colour of the belly alone, one can already split the group in two: all-dark petrels
and those with pale bellies. Concerning the all-dark petrels - general impression
of size and shape (GISS), the colour of the bill, and head colour are useful
identification features. There are four plausible species:
1) White-chinned Petrel is a distinctive all-black bird, apart from a variable white
patch on the chin and an ivory coloured bill.
2) Spectacled Petrel is very similar to the White-chinned Petrel but less frequently
encountered. Note the diagnostic white "spectacle" around the eye and dusky tip
to the bill.
3) Great-winged Petrel is an all dark, long-winged, heavy-set petrel. Note the
short, black bill. These birds also hold their wings at a distinctive angle, bent at
the wrist. It is larger and browner than the Kerguelen Petrel and lacks a silvery
leading edge to the wing.
4) Kerguelen Petrel is a small compact petrel with a thickset neck. It is an all-dark
bird with sooty grey plumage and silvery highlights. In fresh plumage, Kerguelen
Petrels show a distinctive silvery leading edge to the wing. They fly with very a
fast weaving flight with frantic wing beats. Not a ship follower.

Photographic credits:
White-chinned Petrel - Daniel Danckwerts
Spectacled Petrel - Daniel Danckwerts
Great-winged Petrel - Leigh Pieterse (eBird)
Kerguelen Petrel - John Holmes (eBird)
With thanks!
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8. White-bellied petrels
Petrels are chunky but incredible aerobatic seabirds. By grouping petrels on the
colour of the belly alone, one can already split the group into two: all-dark petrels
and those with pale bellies. Concerning the white-bellied petrels - bill colour, the
extent of white on the upperparts and underparts, and the colour of the head are
all useful identification features. There are seven plausible species:
1) Soft-plumaged Petrel has totally dark underwings wings, which contrast
strongly with white underparts. Many birds show a distinctive collar.
2) Grey Petrel has silvery grey upperparts with white underparts, dark
underwings and an obviously yellow bill.
3) White-headed Petrel has a thickset appearance with a totally white head and
body, contrasting strongly with the black wings.
4) Pintato Petrel is an unmistakable small black-and-white petrel. The distinctive
checkered on the back and wings are obvious.
5) Barau's Petrel is a long-winged petrel with a distinctive underwing pattern. It is
the only petrel in the region with mostly white underwings.
6) Atlantic Petrel is a large brown petrel, with an all-brown head and pale belly. it
is larger than Soft-plumaged Petrel with a distinct hood and square white belly.
7) Southern Fulmar is extremely pale overall, almost white, with a pinkish bill.

Photographic credits:
Soft-plumaged Petrel - JJ Harrison (eBird)
Grey Petrel - Peter Vaughn (eBird)
Barau's Petrel - Daniel Mantle (eBird)
Atlantic Petrel - Cindy Marple (eBird)
Southern Fulmar - Robert Tizard (eBird)
White-headed Petrel - Matt Wright (eBird)
Pintado Petrel - Daniel Danckwerts
With thanks!
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9. Giant Petrels
Giant Petrels are large birds, similar in size to a small albatross but with shorter,
rounded wings. At a distance, giant petrels will also show an obvious
hunchbacked silhouette. They are separable from albatrosses on the structure of
their nostrils (fused to form a tube, not separate on either side of the bill).
Juveniles of both species are dark brown with pale yellow bills and can only be
distinguished by the colour of the bill tip. However, these birds moult into
progressively paler plumages and adults often appear white-headed.
1) Northern Giant Petrel has an obvious reddish tip to the bill, which contrasts
strongly from the rest of the bill at a distance. Adults will show pale faces but
usually have a capped appearance with dark hues extending over the top of the
head.
2) Southern Giant Petrel is usually paler overall compared with the Northern
Giant Petrel. The greenish bill tip is less contrasted against the rest of the bill. This
species also occurs in a rare dalmation-morph with mostly white plumage,
flecked with brown.

Photographic credits:
Northern Giant Petrel - Brian Sullivan (eBird)
Northern Giant Petrel portrait - Danielle Keys
Southern Giant Petrel - Brian Sullivan (eBird)
Southern Giant Petrel portrait - Danielle Keys
With thanks!
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10. Storm Petrels
On plumage alone, Storm Petrels can easily be separated into two distinct groups
as follows:
Dark bodied white-rumped storm-petrels with predominantly dark plumage and
a pale covert bar across the upper wing.
1) Wilson's Storm Petrel has a distinctly square tail, with feet extending beyond
the tail in flight.
2) European Storm Petrel is smaller and darker than Wilson's, but with a
diagnostic white underwing.
3) Leach's Storm Petrel is larger than Wilson's and European, showing an obvious
long forked tail and a V-shaped white rump.
White-bellied storm petrels with mostly white bodies and dark hood.
4) Black-bellied Storm Petrel is a bulky bird with a broad white rump, underwings
and belly. Most birds will show a broad black line down the belling linking the
black breast and vent, although this can vary and some birds will show a totally
white belly. The white rump is squared off and not rounded as in White-bellied.
5) White-bellied Storm Petrel is similar to Black-bellied but has a rounded white
rump.
6) White-faced Storm Petrel shows a diagnostic white supercillium, white
underparts with grey-brown upperparts. Very long legs.
7) Grey-backed Storm Petrel is smaller than the other white-bellied storm petrels
with a blue-grey back, rump and upperwing coverts.

10. Diving Petrels
Diving Petrels' wings are adapted for underwater propulsion, so they flap very
rapidly to stay airborne. Two species are possible on the Flock to Marion cruise,
though these species are extremely difficult to separate. Should you see a diving
petrel on the Flock to Marion voyage, take as many photographs as you can so
we can scrutinise the images.
8) Common Diving Petrel has a totally dark grey head and breast with dusky
underwings. Feet project beyond tail.
9) South Georgia Diving Petrel is slightly smaller than Common Diving Petrel.
Many individuals will show a white line down the scapulars, a white trailing edge
to the secondaries, and clean white underparts.

Photographic credits:
Black-bellied Storm Petrel - Daniel Danckwerts
White-bellied Storm Petrel - Fernando Diaz (eBird)
White-faced Storm Petrel - Jeremiah Trimble (eBird)
European Storm Petrel - Simao Ribeiro (eBird)
Wilson's Storm Petrel - Peter Flood (eBird)
Leach's Storm Petrel - Alex d'Entremont (eBird)
Grey-backed Storm Petrel - Paul Brooks (eBird)
Common Diving Petrel - Tony Palliser (eBird)
South Georgia Diving Petrel - Michael O'Brien (eBird)
With thanks!
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11. Dark Shearwaters
Shearwaters are, on average, smaller and more delicate in silhouette when
compared to petrels. It can be tricky to separate these birds at a distance and
confusion is most likely with the all-dark petrels, including the Great-winged and
White-chinned Petrels. In addition to plumage and structural features, take note
of the manner in which these birds fly. Where petrels perform impressive aerial
arcs in flight, shearwaters remain closer to the surface of the water and have a
more fluttering flight pattern. Two dark shearwaters are possible on the Flock to
Marion voyage.
1) Sooty Shearwater is an entirely dark brown shearwater with diagnostic silvery
underwings. The species also shows characteristic long narrow wings and a cigarshaped body. The bill is extremely slender and black in colour.
2) Flesh-footed Shearwater is a dark brown shearwater with pale pink legs and
feet, though this feature is challenging to see at sea. The bill is also pinkish but
shows a dark tip. This species glides frequently with slow flaps.

Photographic credits:
Flesh-footed Shearwater - Tim Henderson (eBird)
Sooty Shearwater - Marky Mutchler (eBird)
Great-winged Petrel - Leigh Pieterse (eBird)
With thanks!
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12. Pale-bellied Shearwaters
1) Cory's Shearwater is a large brown bird with a yellow dark-tipped bill and white
underparts. This species flies more slowly than other shearwaters and is usually
close to the surface of the water.
2) Great Shearwater is another large brown shearwater but is easily separated
from the Cory's Shearwater by means of the distinct cap and white collar. Great
Shearwater shows a diagnostic dark belly patch and white rump. This species is
also darker above than Cory’s and flies more dynamically
3) Manx Shearwater is a medium-sized black-and-white shearwater. The white on
the vent usually wraps around and can be seen on the edges of the rump. When
flying, Manx Shearwaters' glides are interspersed with rapid beats of stiff, straight
wings.
4) Subantarctic Shearwater is a very small black-and-white shearwater with short,
rounded wings and with silvery highlights on the upperparts. This species flies
with very rapid wing beats. It is considerably smaller than the Manx Shearwater
and has recently been split from Little Shearwater, with which it could easily be
confused.
5) Little Shearwater is slightly smaller than the Subantarctic Shearwater. This
species usually shows a paler face than Subantarctic Shearwater.

Photographic credits:
Little Shearwater - Edin Whitehead (eBird)
Manx Shearwater - Kirk Zufelt (eBird)
Subantarctic Shearwater - Steve Copsey (Surfbirds)
Cory's Shearwater - Brian Sullivan (eBird)
Great Shearwater - Daniel Danckwerts
With thanks!
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13. Prions and Blue Petrel
Prions are the toughest of seabirds to identify at sea. They are generally bluegrey in colouration, with a dark 'M' across the upperwing. Confident identification
usually demands photographs showing a prion at different angles. Blue Petrel is
easily confused with a prion and is therefore treated here.
1) Blue Petrel is a blue-grey petrel with white underparts, and is strongly
reminiscent of prions. Note the white-tipped tail and dark hood. Flight is fast and
direct, rising higher above the water than prions.
2) Fairy Prion is the smallest prion with a broad black tail tip, plain face, and short
bill. This species stays closer to the breeding islands than many of the other
prions.
3) Salvin's Prion appears to have a larger and more rounded head than Antarctic,
with larger bill, and paler face pattern.
4) Antarctic Prion is the "default" prion for comparisons showing a medium-width
bill and a supercilium that widens beyond the eye.
5) Slender-billed Prion appears pale-faced, with an extremely long and thin bill.
The tail also shows a reduced black tip. Often shows the most erratic flight.
6) Broad-billed Prion is the largest prion with the broadest and darkest bill. The
bill is black, not blue as in other prions.

Photographic credits:
Blue Petrel - Tim Bawden (eBird)
Antarctic Prion - Daniel Danckwerts
Slender-billed Prion - Todd Burrows (eBird)
Broad-billed Prion - Oscar Thomas (eBird)
Salvin's Prion - Peter Ryan
Fairy Prion - Paul Brooks (eBird)
With thanks!
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14. Skuas and Jaegers
Skuas are large 'chunky' birds with white flashes to the outer primaries. Many of
these species are kleptoparasitic, harassing other seabirds for food.
1) Subantarctic (Brown) Skua is the largest skua in the region with a thick and
bulky (almost raptor-like) body with very visible white window flashes on wings.
The species appears short, with rounded wings and tails. Some individuals show
pale flecking/scalloping on the upper body. At a distance, this species may be
confused with juvenile Kelp Gulls but the skua is more heavily built with shorter,
broader wings and white primary bases.
2) Parasitic Jaeger is one of the 'Northern' Skuas and is very similar to Pomarine
Jaeger but is generally smaller and more slender. White wing flashes are visible in
this species. The short tail streamers are absent or very reduced in our waters.
Usually most abundant jaeger in the region.
3) Pomarine Jaeger is the largest of the northern skuas with broad wings and
prominent white wing flashes. The species appears heavily built and barrelchested. Spoon tail streamers are absent or very reduced in our waters.
4) Long-tailed Jaeger is the smallest of the jaegers with a graceful tern-like
appearance. This species shows all-black underwings with no white wing flashes.
Tail streamers are absent or very short in our waters.

Photographic credits:
Subantarctic (Brown) Skua - Daniel Danckwerts
Parasitic Jaeger (Arctic Skua) - Brian Sullivan
Pomarine Jaeger - Brian Sullivan
Long-tailed Jaeger - Darlene Freidman (eBird)
With thanks!
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15. Terns
Terns will be among the more challenging of seabirds to identify, given their small
size and the fine plumage and structural features which separate them.
1) Caspian Tern is the largest tern in the region and is easily identifiable with its
thickset red bill.
2) Swift (Greater Crested) Tern is easily identifiable in all plumage stages by its
sulphur-yellow bill and medium size.
3) Lesser Crested Tern is sometimes confused with Swift Tern but has an orange,
not yellow, bill.
3) Sandwich Tern is easily identifiable by its yellow-tipped black bill and silvery
plumage.
4) Sooty Tern - easily identifiable by its black back and white frons.
The small 'red' terns (Roseate, Common, Arctic, Antarctic, Kerguelen) are a
challenge to identify. Look at overall body shape, the hue of the underparts, bill
length relative to the head, and the extent of black in the outer primaries.
Common is abundant around South Africa, Antarctic and Kerguelen are most
likely to be seen near Marion, Roseate is unlikely, and Arctic is generally pelagic.

Photographic credits:
Roseate Tern - Daniel Danckwerts
Common Tern - Daniel Danckwerts
Arctic Tern - Thomas Ford-Hutchinson (eBird)
Antarctic Tern - Daniel Danckwerts
Kerguelen Tern - Philip Massive
Caspian Tern - Jo Balmer
Sooty Tern - Daniel Danckwerts
Swift Tern - Daniel Danckwerts
Lesser Crested Tern - Nuno dos Santos
With thanks!
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16. Gulls
With the exception of Sabine's Gull, most gulls will be seen as the vessel arrives
and departs port and within a few kilometres from land.
1) Kelp Gull is the largest gull we will encounter. This species is easily identified by
the black back and wings and robust yellow bill. Juveniles streaked dark brown
with black bill.
2) Hartlaub's Gull is a small gull with an all grey back. This species is paler overall
than the Grey-headed Gull with a much less distinct hood in breeding plumage.
The eye colour is dark, contrasting strongly against the pale head. Black outer
wing with white “landing lights” on the tips diagnostic. This species will likely only
be seen on departure from Cape Town.
3) Grey-headed Gull is similar to but slightly larger than Hartlaub's Gull. Breeding
birds have an obvious grey hood and bright red legs. The pale eye contrasts
strongly against the grey hood.
4) Sabine's Gull has an obvious tricoloured M pattern on the upperwing, as well
as a shallow forked tail. The bill is black, tipped with yellow.

Photographic credits:
Sabine's Gull - Anton Kruger
Grey-headed Gull - Daniel Danckwerts
Kelp Gull - Daniel Danckwerts
Hartlaub's Gull - Jo Balmer
With thanks!
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17. Cormorants
The cormorants will be encountered along the coast, at most up to 50 km
offshore.
1) Cape Cormorant is an entirely glossy blue/black cormorant with a dark bill and
yellow/orange gular throat patch.
2) Bank Cormorant is an all-black cormorant with a variable white rump during
breeding. This species is larger and more robust than the Cape Cormorant,
lacking the orange gular throat patch.
3) Crowned Cormorant has a distinct erect crest. This species is smaller than the
other cormorants and has a distinct short bill, with a sinister-looking red face.
4) White-breasted Cormorant is the largest cormorant with a distinctive white
breast. Facial skin dull yellow to orange.
5) Crozet Shag is a small cormorant of the Subantarctic. The only cormorant to
occur on Marion Island.

Photographic credits:
Bank Cormorant - Daniel Danckwerts
Cape Cormorant - Daniel Danckwerts
Crowned Cormorant - Lynette Rudman
White-breasted Cormorant - Lynette Rudman
Crozet Shag - Danielle Keys
With thanks!
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18. Penguins
Penguins have evolved to be the ultimate pursuit divers but this cost them their
ability to fly. All penguins will be extremely difficult to spot in the water but, the
closer we can get to Marion Island, the greater the chances for these charismatic
species.
1) King Penguin is the largest penguin in the sub-Antarctic and second-largest
globally. This species is easily recognised by the iconic orange neck patches and
plates on the sides of its bill.
2) Gentoo Penguin is the third-largest penguin species, part of the Pygoscelis or
'long-tailed' genus. This species has distinctive orange feet and bill with white
flecking above eyes and narrow white eye-rings.
3) Macaroni Penguin has a large red/orange bill with a broad pink gape and
golden crest extending across the forehead.
4) Southern Rockhopper Penguin is smaller than Macaroni Penguin and has a
longer yellow crest that does not extend across the forehead
5) African Penguin is the only penguin we are likely to see while leaving Cape
Town. This small species is obviously black-and-white.

Photographic credits:
Macaroni Penguin - John Dickens
Eastern Rockhopper Penguin - Stefan Schoombie
King Penguin - John Dickens
Gentoo Penguin - John Dickens
African penguin - Daniel Danckwerts
With thanks!
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19. Cape Gannet

19. Cape Gannet
Gannets are spectacular high-speed diving birds. With their unusually narrow-set
eyes and exquisitely painted faces, these birds are as unmistakable as they are
beautiful. They feed primarily on sardine and anchovy.
To compete with the many other seabirds, fish and mammals that also chase
after these fish, they plunge dive to depths of over 20 metres. To do this they
hover some 30 metres up in the air, spot a fish, and plummet headfirst towards
it. They can reach speeds of up to 100 km per hour by streamlining their body,
extending their wings backwards before literally cutting the water surface with
their sharp beaks!
The Cape Gannet is an excellent ambassador to highlight two of the most
pressing conservation issues facing South Africa’s seabirds. Cape Gannets breed
on only six islands across South Africa and Namibia. Their population has
decreased by over 50% in the last 60 years, resulting in the species being listed as
Endangered. Cape Gannets are threatened by the lack of sardine and anchovy
due to the combination of a shift in the distribution of the fish populations and
competition with one of the most important commercial fisheries in South Africa.
To compensate, gannets often resort to feeding on hake discards thrown off the
back of trawl vessels. This is however a double-edged sword; they are vulnerable
to becoming tangled in the fishing nets and, while the discards are enough to
support the feeding requirements of adults, the lower fat content of hake is not
sufficient to raise healthy chicks.
For more information on the Cape Gannet, Bird of the Year 2022, please visit:
https://www.birdlife.org.za/bird-of-the-year-2022/

Photographic credits:
Cape Gannet portrait - Daniel Danckwerts
Cape Gannet landing - Daniel Danckwerts
Cape Gannet diving - Philip Augustyn
Cape Gannet immature - Lynette Rudman
Cape Gannet subadult - Lynette Rudman
With thanks!

