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FLOCK TO MARION NEWSLETTER NO. 9: 29 DECEMBER 2021

Dear Flock to Marion passengers,
During the Flock to Marion voyage, BirdLife South Africa will be encouraging its passengers to support the
important Mouse-Free Marion Project (see https://mousefreemarion.org/), and there will be lectures about
this globally important seabird conservation project during the voyage.
During the voyage you will be able to pledge support for the Mouse-Free Marion Project, for which pledge
forms will be included in the folders in the cabins. We will also have some fantastic lucky draw prizes for
people who pledge support for this important project, including Swarovski NL 10x42 binoculars (the retail
value of which is R67 000), signed copies of Peter Harrison's new seabird book, and original plates from
Peter's excellent book.
If anyone is interested in supporting the Mouse-Free Marion Project, they are encouraged to sponsor-ahectare, or more (see https://mousefreemarion.org/), or contact Heidi Whitman, the Mouse-Free Marion
Project's Chief Philanthropy Officer, to obtain more information (heidi.whitman@mousefreemarion.org).
Please note that NO other fundraising activities, besides those being undertaken by BirdLife South Africa,
have been sanctioned by our organisation. Consequently, we respectfully request people not to attend or
support any other fundraising activities that take place during the Flock to Marion voyage.
In particular, BirdLife South Africa is aware of another fundraising scheme for the Mouse-Free Marion
Project being undertaken by Alex and Juanita Aitkenhead, which is being advertised on their website as
“Mice-free Marion Island Fundraiser”. Despite what may be a well-intentioned display of enthusiasm for
the cause, our attorneys have informed us that in their opinion this fundraising scheme is unlawful and
have consequently advised us to lodge a complaint with the National Lotteries Commission. We have
done so.
We have appealed to the Aitkenheads multiple times to cease their potentially illegal activities and to

rather direct support for the Mouse-Free Marion Project to the official campaign on the website. Any
perceived affiliations of illegal activity with the Project pose reputational risk to the Project, and we believe
they are unduly diluting support towards the main campaign. The Aitkenheads have said that they would
send us their attorneys’ paperwork dealing with the legality of their fundraising, but they have not done so,
despite us asking for the documents by 12h00 on Wednesday 15 December 2021.
People who make donations to the Mouse-Free Marion Non-Profit Company should note that these
donations are tax deductible, and South African donors can request a Section 18A Certificate, which will
enable them to claim the deduction.
Please contact us at flock2022@birdlife.org.za if you have any queries.
Kind regards
Mark D. Anderson
Chief Executive Officer
BirdLife South Africa

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS *** IMPORTANT ***
FLOCK TO MARION BOARDING TIMES:
MSC Cruises is reviewing its boarding procedures following the recent first cruise of the season. Boarding
will be more staggered and will take place from ca 12h00 to ca 17h00. This is good because (a) it allows
us more time to get to Cape Town and (b) it allows time for birding in and around Cape Town that morning.
We're in no rush to sail on Monday 24 January, as we will spend several hours on Tuesday morning in the
South African EEZ. This will provide an opportunity for listers to tick South(ern) African species. MSC
Cruises has said that, even though boarding times were recently sent to some pax, everyone will receive
new boarding times. So please do not call MSC Cruises, as they will be emailing all of the Flock to Marion
pax with new boarding times in the near future.
ISSUING OF TICKETS FOR FLOCK TO MARION:
We have been informed by MSC Cruises that tickets have not been issued since suspending operations
on 10 December. Tickets will be issued once they recommence operations.

Excitement for the cruise is mounting and enquiries continue to come in!
Yes, cabins are available – to check availability, costs and to book click HERE
Or contact the MSC Call Centre on +27 (0) 11 798 3600

LECTURE SCHEDULE ON THE MSC ORCHESTRA

We have sought the assistance of some of the world’s leading experts who are eager to share their
experience and knowledge in a series of lectures.
We will feature talks by several of the world’s top conservationists, seabird experts, and marine mammal
specialists. Our speakers will cover many facets of seabird and marine mammal biology, from their
conservation to their identification and biology.
We guarantee that you will be enthralled!
When: 09:00, 11:00, 14:00, and 19:30 daily
Where: Covent Garden Theatre (Deck 6, ship’s Bow)
Please note that seating capacity within the theatre is limited to 620 persons to ensure social
distancing.

Please reserve your seats for the Lectures HERE

Possibility of birds colliding with the ship at night as we get closer to the islands
Burrow-nesting seabirds such as prions, storm petrels and diving petrels generally travel to and from their
colonies at night to avoid predation by skuas and giant petrels. They can become disoriented by lights
from ships, especially on foggy nights and land on the deck. While they are usually uninjured, they often
cannot take off again. BirdLife South Africa has developed a plan to reduce this risk as much as possible,
which primarily involves reducing unnecessary lights at night. To this end, to those of you with cabins with
windows, we ask for your cooperation to ensure that your curtains are kept closed whenever you have a
light on in your cabin at night.
This is especially important on nights 3, 4 and 5 when we are closer to the Prince Edward Islands.
Other measures include:

The closing of the outside areas of Deck 7 and the Pool Deck shortly after sunset so the lights can
be turned off without risking our passenger’s safety.
All curtains in communal areas will be closed at sunset. Please cooperate with MSC staff and keep
these closed.
BirdLife South Africa staff will check the decks during the night to retrieve and care for any birds
that may have landed on deck. With the assistance of veterinarians and our staff, who are
proficient in handling seabirds, we will ensure their safe release.

Will you be one of the best dressed "birds"
at the Bird Party on 26 January?
We have two copies of "Seabirds: The New
Identification Guide" (by Peter Harrison, Martin
Perrow, and Hans Larsson) for the two best
dressed people at the Bird Party.

Peter Harrison will be on the ship to sign and
personalise these books.

Our undercover "bird" scouts will be out
scanning the horizon to find the best dressed
"birds". Note that it is not "compulsory" to
dress up, so it's entirely up to you.....

A reminder that each time a newsletter goes out it will be saved to the website and copies of these
can be found under Newsletter Updates at www.birdlife.org.za/flock-to-marion-2022
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