MEDIA RELEASE
Seven community bird guides graduate training as part of broader grassland
conservation work of the Ingula Partnership and amid recovery of tourism in South
Africa
Wakkerstroom – 15 September 2021: seven new Community Bird Guides have graduated
their training course at the BirdLife South Africa Wakkerstroom Tourism and Education
Centre.
BirdLife South Africa and Eskom are delighted to share the news that seven trainee
community bird guides have successfully completed their training and will begin their careers
as professional bird and nature guides in the Grassland Biome of South Africa. The training
forms part of the broader work of the Ingula Partnership, a collaborative project between
Eskom, BirdLife South Africa, and the Middelpunt Wetland Trust which is tasked with
strategically overseeing the stewardship of Ingula Nature Reserve which encapsulates
Eskom’s pumped storage scheme near Van Reenen. The guides have graduated with an
NQF2 level nature site guide qualification including a birding specialization and a module on
business and entrepreneurial skills. Two of the guides will cover Ingula Nature Reserve and
its surrounds, providing an important avitourism service to visitors to this attractive and
important reserve which is home to many threatened and sought-after grassland bird
species. The seven guides will operate out of Golden Gate Highlands National Park,
Harrismith, Memel, Van Reenen, Ladysmith, and Hammanskraal.
”BirdLife South Africa has trained over 200 individuals from rural and underprivileged
backgrounds to be professional bird guides over the last 20 years. Our Community Bird
Guides, as we call them, graduate as professional freelance guides, although BirdLife South
Africa has strong post-training support including marketing through our website and
audiences, provision of uniforms, and the loan of high-end optical equipment through a
partnership with long-term supporters Swarovski Optik” says BirdLife South Africa Avitourism

Project Manager, Andrew de Blocq. “This has been a very difficult 18 months for tourism in
South Africa, but the outlook is beginning to improve. We are very excited to have seven new
guides operating in our grasslands. This biome is a focal area for BirdLife South Africa due
to the many threatened bird species and habitats represented. Birds are a key component
of local tourism in these areas, and it is important that local communities are equipped and
empowered to drive this forward. These new guides will provide a professional, high-quality
experience for visitors
to these areas, and will also function as ambassadors in their communities for birds and their
conservation going forward. We would like to thank Eskom and the Ingula Partnership for
their support and belief in this initiative, and to Wayne Johnson of African Edu Eco for
facilitating the training.”
Kishaylin Chetty, the Ingula Partnership manager and Generation Division senior
environmental advisor says that “this initiative has been driven by the Ingula Partnership and
is in line with Eskom’s policy on biodiversity. It feeds into much needed social development
within South Africa, ensuring that we create long term sustainable opportunities for
employment of local community members. It further enhances prospects for eco-tourism in
our grasslands. The anticipation is that this initiative will lead towards added opportunities
for local community employment in the broader area of the Ingula Nature Reserve.”
If anyone would like to enquire with the guides about their services, their details are stored
on BirdLife South Africa’s website at https://www.birdlife.org.za/go-birding/community-birdguides/.

For further information contact:
Andrew de Blocq (BirdLife South Africa) – andrew.deblocq@birdlife.org.za
Kishaylin Chetty (Eskom/Ingula Partnership) – chettykc@eskom.co.za

BirdLife South Africa
BirdLife South Africa is the country partner of BirdLife International, a global partnership of
conservation organisations that strives to conserve birds, their habitats and global
biodiversity, by working with people towards sustainability in the use of natural resources.
BirdLife International partners operate in 113 countries worldwide. BirdLife South Africa
relies on donor funding and financial support from the public to carry out its critical

conservation

work.

BirdLife South Africa’s Empowering People Programme
BirdLife South Africa believes that people are key to conservation success in South Africa
and that local communities should benefit from and participate in conservation. The
Avitourism Project falls under the Empowering People Programme. This project aims to
promote community engagement in conservation by training Community Bird Guides to lead
tours in their local areas and to become conservation ambassadors in their communities.
The project has trained over 200 people from rural and/or underprivileged backgrounds to
become professional guides in the last two decades. The project also promotes South Africa
as a birding destination to both local and inbound visitors and offers resources and
information for local bird clubs and avitourists.

Above: The Community Bird Guides out on a simulated guided birding walk at the
Wakkerstroom Wetland Reserve. Credit: Andrew de Blocq (BirdLife South Africa).

Above: The seven successful graduate Community Bird Guides with Andrew de Blocq,
BirdLife South Africa Avitourism Project Manager. Credit: Wayne Johnson (African Edu
Eco)

BirdLife South Africa’s community bird
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Warm regards,
Andrew de Blocq (Avitourism Project Manager)
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