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Minutes of the 90th Annual General Meeting of BirdLife South Africa held at  
15h00, Saturday 11 May 2019 at the Nedbank Auditorium,  

135 Rivonia Road, Sandton, Johannesburg 
 

1.  PRESENT 
 
Roger Wanless, Chairman of BirdLife South Africa, Mark D. Anderson, CEO, and Prof. Colleen Downs, 
Honorary President.   
 
Board Members:  Linda Hart, Yvonne Pennington, David Chamberlain, Vernon Head, Philip Calinikos, 
Peter Divall and Nicholus Funda.    
 
On invitation, Ian Barber (RSPB), Ademola Ajagbe (Regional Director Africa at BirdLife International), 
Prof. Peter Ryan (Fitzpatrick Institute of African Ornithology) and other invited guests. 
 
BLSA staff, including Isabel Human (meeting management).   
 
BirdLife South Africa’s members and guests, as per attendance register. 
 
The number of members in attendance was representative of the required quorum stipulated in the 
BirdLife South Africa (BLSA) Constitution.  
 
2.  APOLOGIES  
 
Board Members:  Galeboe Modisapodi, Tony Zoghby, Ismail Bhorat and Mark Brown 
 
Members and guests who tendered their apologies in writing: Rick Nuttall, Peter Willig, Jonothan 

Booth, Andrew Blades, Andre Oberholzer, Charles Walters, Chris Griffiths, Chris Lotz, David Allan, 

Gaynor Rupert, Humphrey Borkhum, Jerome Morkel, Jessica Slack-Jell, Lindy Rodwell, Liz Hart, Mike 

Bridgeford, Mike Brown, Nic Griffin, Nic Knott-Craig, Pamela and Neville Isdell, Paul Harris, Peter and 

Val Thomas, Peter Steyn, Sandy Ovenstone, Scott Jones, Shaun Bouchier, Simon Susman, Steve 

Palframan, Strilli Oppenheimer, Stuart Bird, Tanya Browne, Tanya Caldwell and Tasso Leventis,  

 

3. CONFIRMATION/APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 89TH AGM 
 
The minutes of the 89th Annual General Meeting were adopted as a true and accurate record of the 
meeting.  The minutes will be available on the BLSA website.  
 
4.  WELCOME AND CHAIRMAN’S ADRESS 
 
The Chairman welcomed all special guests, valued donors, conservation NGO representatives, staff 
and members.  He acknowledged Mike Brown from Nedbank for making available the Nedbank 
Auditorium and other facilities to host the 90th AGM, but also for his continuous and generous support 
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of BLSA’s work.  He then provided an overview of the order of events, and introduced Prof. Colleen 
Downs, Honorary President of BLSA. 
 
4.  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 89TH AGM 
 
None. 
 
6.  PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 
 
Prof. Colleen Downs’ presentation focused on geophagy, especially amongst birds. She concluded by 
inviting all birders to look out for instances of geophagy amongst birds and document the 
observations.  She thanked the audience for their continuous support of BLSA. 
 
7.  CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CEO 
 
RW invited the CEO to deliver the 2018 annual report.  MDA made a few announcements, including 
acknowledging Isabel Human on obtaining her PhD, Dr Melissa Whitecross’s upcoming wedding in 
White River, and he wished Ernst Retief and Warwick Tarboton a happy birthday. MDA thanked Sappi 
for sponsoring the paper, print and design of the BLSA Annual Report.   
 
He also acknowledged the input and support received from staff, volunteers, and collaborators.  He 
further acknowledged BLSA’s donors, including Golden Bird Patrons, Corporate Members, and 
Conservation League Donors, especially those present at the AGM. He then informed the meeting that 
BLSA staff will present the annual report and that it will be a brief snapshot of the extensive work 
undertaken by the organisation.   
 
Christina Hagen reported on the work that is underway to establish new mainland colonies for the 
African Penguin. 
 
Reason Nyengera reported on the activities and conservation successes of BLSA’s Albatross Task Force.  
 
Robin Colyn presented an overview of how a novel combination of data collection techniques, spatial 
modelling and remote sensing provide information that guides conservation decision-making. 
 
Dr Hanneline Smit-Robinson explained BLSA’s work to minimise the risk of renewable energy to birds. 
BLSA remains a leading national and international role-player in this arena.  
 
Sakhamuzi Mhlongo, a BLSA trained bird guide, gave an overview of BLSA’s community bird guide 
project. He acknowledged the immense support that has been received from BLSA.    
 
Linda van den Heever spoke about the threats to South Africa’s vultures and highlighted the impact of 
lead and gave an overview of BLSA’s work to eliminate this threat.  
 
Dr Melissa Whitecross summarised some of the Terrestrial Bird Conservation Programme’s work. 
  
Daniel Marnewick explained the complex challenges involved in landscape conservation. He 
highlighted the importance of Key Biodiversity Areas, and the progress made in establishing and 
meeting the global goals.  BLSA remains a leading role player, both locally and internationally, in 
identifying and conserving important landscapes.  
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Mark Anderson then concluded by speaking about the organisation’s future work. This included 
maintaining BLSA’s good corporate governance, impeccable financial administration, , fundraising for 
the purchase of an office in Cape Town, the Mouse Free Marion Project, and fundraising to enable 
BLSA to undertake its important work. 
 
Roger Wanless congratulated BLSA’s staff on their exceptional achievements during the past year. 
 
8.  PRESENTATION AND ADOPTION OF THE TREASURER’S REPORT AND AUDITED 2018 ANNUAL  
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
Tony Zoghby, BLSA Treasurer, was, due to ill health, unable to attend the AGM.  Fanie du Plessis, 
BLSA’s Finance and Operations Manager, presented the Treasurer’s Report and the 2018 Annual 
Financial Statements. BLSA achieved a net operating surplus for the 9th year running.  He 
acknowledged the audit services provided by KPMG.  
 
On request, by a show of hands, the Treasurer’s report and the 2018 Audited Financial Statements 
were adopted by the members attending the AGM. 
 
9.  APPOINTMENT OF EXTERNAL AUDITORS 
 
Roger Wanless reminded the meeting about the decision at the 89th AGM to maintain KPMG as BLSA’s 
auditors.  He highlighted the exceptional service and continuous support received from this audit firm.  
The Chairman then, by show of hands, requested a vote in support of re-appointing KPMG as external 
auditors for 2020.  
 
 KPMG’s appointment was confirmed. 
 
10.  NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS  
 
Two terms of office expired, namely those of the Chairman of BLSA and the Honorary Treasurer. A 
single nomination was received for each of the vacancies, namely Philip Calinikos as Chairman and 
Manuela Krog as Treasurer.  Both nominees had accepted their nominations in writing.  
 
The members approved of the election of both the new BLSA Treasurer and Chairman.   
 
 
11.  LAUNCHES OF BLSA INITIATIVES AND PUBLICATIONS 
 
The CEO mentioned that 40 issues African Birdlife magazine have been produced to date. He thanked 
the magazine team, and especially Eve Gracie, the Editor, for their excellent work. 
 
He also mentioned some of the excellent marketing and advertising work that BLSA has done, and 
acknowledged the Marketing Committee, Utopia, JCDecaux and Flume.   
 
Mark Anderson also referred to various fundraising initiatives currently underway, such as the 
Conservation League Donor drive (with a Swarovski binocular prize) and the online raffle (with the 
prize being a trip for two to Sri Lanka with Rockjumper as the prize).   
 
Dr Hanneline Smit-Robinson introduced the 2019 BLSA Checklist, available in English and Afrikaans. 
She acknowledged the work done by Martin Taylor in ensuring that the scientific information included 
in the checklist stays up to date.  She thanked Duram for sponsoring the checklist. 
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Dr Melissa Whitecross reminded the members and guests about the educational and marketing 
material produced for the BLSA Bird of the Year initiative. The Bird of the Year for 2020 is the Secretary 
Bird (Sagittarius serpentarius). She also encouraged members to participate in the ‘Bird of the Year’ 
Birdlasser challenge, providing valuable almost real time data about the distribution of the species, 
thus better informing conservation efforts.   
 
Hiral Naik introduced the recently launched BLSA website and she highlighted a few new features. 
 
12.  RESOLUTIONS 
 
No resolutions were tabled. 
 
13.  GILL MEMORIAL MEDAL AWARD 2019 
 
Prof. Claire Spottiswoode was the recipient of this prestigious award. In a citation read by Prof. Downs, 
Prof. Spottiswoode’s impressive career and ornithological achievements were highlighted.  
 
Prof. Spottiswoode then presented an interesting overview of some of her research on brood parasites 
and a unique symbiosis between people and birds. 
 
14.  AUSTIN ROBERTS MEMORIAL MEDAL AWARD 
 
Bruce Dyer was the recipient of the Austin Roberts Memorial Medal Award but, as he was doing 
research on Marion Island, he was unable to attend the AGM.  Prof. Downs read his citation, 
highlighting his long career as a seabird biologist and conservationist and his outstanding contributions 
to bird conservation.  Prof. Peter Ryan accepted the award on his behalf. 
 
15.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
The new BLSA Chairman, Philip Calinikos, acknowledged the exceptional contribution made by Roger 
Wanless.  On behalf of BLSA, he presented Roger Wanless with a token of the organisation’s 
appreciation.   
 
Mark Anderson also acknowledged Roger Wanless’s contribution, especially the guidance and support 
he provided to BLSA. He encouraged Roger Wanless to remain involved in BLSA activities.   
 
Mark Anderson then introduced Prof. Peter Ryan as the invited speaker.  Prof. Ryan presented an 
informative and entertaining a talk on his research on Inaccessible Island.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 18h00. 
 

 
 
__________________________ 

Signed by Philip Calinikos, Chairman of BLSA 

 


