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Report of the BirdLife South Africa National Rarities Committee – 2019 

 

It gives us great pleasure to present the 2019 Report of the BirdLife South Africa National Rarities 

Committee.  

We continued with some really top-class birds that were submitted to be adjudicated by the 

committee during 2019. New additions to the South African list that were accepted by the committee 

included a Red-rumped Swallow at Darvill Bird Sanctuary in Pietermaritzburg and, perhaps the most 

unexpected of them all, a White Tern at the Kei River mouth. Other really exciting rarities that were 

also adjudicated and accepted during the year included an older record of a European Turtle Dove 

at Phinda Private Game Reserve, a Collared Palm Thrush in the Makuleke Concession near Pafuri in 

the Kruger National Park, a King Penguin at Buffels Bay near Cape Point, Golden Pipits at Manyoni 

Private Game Reserve, at Madikwe Game Reserve and along the Capricorn Loop in the Kruger 

National Park, a White-rumped Sandpiper at the Sappi wetlands in Stanger and a Citrine Wagtail at 

Pongola Nature Reserve. 

Trevor Hardaker remained on as Chairman of the BirdLife South Africa National Rarities Committee 

during 2019 and most of the rest of the committee stayed on too including Etienne Marais, Faansie 

Peacock, Keith Valentine and Phil Whittington. John Graham tendered his resignation during 2019 

after a long stint on the committee and we thank him for his many years of service. The existing 

committee members also agreed to invite a number of new members to serve on the committee 

during the course of the year and we would like to thank the following people who accepted the 

invites and agreed to join the committee in 2019: Callan Cohen, Cliff Dorse, Dominic Rollinson, Dylan 

Vasapolli, Joe Grosel, Justin Nicolau, Matthew Axelrod and Niall Perrins. A big thank you to all of the 

members for their hard work during 2019. Melissa Howes-Whitecross from BirdLife South Africa 

continued to be involved behind the scenes assisting with all the administrative duties that has 

enabled the committee to function more smoothly and, for this, we thank her too. 

Another exciting development during 2019 was the launch of submissions via WhatsApp. This is still 

fairly new but, so far, it seems to be working really well and a number of people have commented 

on the ease of using this system. We were also very excited with the launch of the new website and 

hope that everyone finds it more user friendly and enjoys the information published on there. 

The BirdLife South Africa National Rarities Committee is made up of a group of volunteers who give 

freely of their time to undertake this task. The members, most of them very busy individuals in their 

own rights, have to take the time to work through each submission with due diligence and make a 

decision based on the evidence presented to them in that particular submission. Once again, we 

would like to encourage observers to continue submitting their records for adjudication by the Rarities 

Committee. All these records will be included into an official database of accepted South African 

rarities for future generations to refer back to and will be incorporated into scientific studies.  

Will 2020 be another year full of good birds that are submitted to the Rarities Committee? Well, let’s 

wait and see, but we certainly hope to report back on further exciting records next year. 

  

Trevor Hardaker 

Chairperson: BirdLife South Africa National Rarities Committee 

https://www.birdlife.org.za/what-we-do/terrestrial-bird-conservation/blsa-national-rarities-committee/

