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Report of the BirdLife South Africa National Rarities Committee – 2018 

 

It gives us great pleasure to present the 2018 Report of the BirdLife South Africa National 

Rarities Committee.  

Once more, there were a few really fantastic birds submitted to be adjudicated by the 

committee during 2018. New additions to the South African list that were accepted by 

the committee included a Tahiti Petrel seen on a pelagic trip out of Durban, a White 

Wagtail at Rooisand Nature Reserve on the Bot River Lagoon and Upcher’s Warblers at 

Tankatara Salt Works (the first record) and in the northern Limpopo Province. Other 

really exciting rarities that were also adjudicated and accepted during the year 

included Lesser Frigatebirds at St Lucia and Richard’s Bay, a Baird’s Sandpiper at Van 

Staden’s Resort in Port Elizabeth, an Egyptian Vulture at Transport Dam in the Kruger 

National Park, a Citrine Wagtail around Cape Recife near Port Elizabeth and a Lesser 

Yellowlegs at Geelbek in the West Coast National Park. 

Trevor Hardaker remained on as Chairman of the BirdLife South Africa National Rarities 

Committee during 2018 and most of the rest of the committee remained unchanged 

as well including Etienne Marais, Faansie Peacock, John Graham, Keith Valentine and 

Phil Whittington. During the course of 2018, Athol Marchant, David Hoddinott, and 

David Allan tendered their resignations from the committee after being long-standing 

members and we thank them for their many years of services for what is often a 

thankless task. A special work of thanks to all of the other members for their hard work 

during the past year. Hanneline Smit-Robinson and Melissa Whitecross from BirdLife 

South Africa were also involved behind the scenes assisting with all the administrative 

duties that has enabled the committee to function more smoothly and, for this, we 

thank them too. 

The BirdLife South Africa National Rarities Committee is made up of a group of 

volunteers who give freely of their time to undertake this task. The members, most of 

them very busy individuals in their own rights, have to take the time to work through 

each submission with due diligence and make a decision based on the evidence 

presented to them in that particular submission. Once again, we would like to 

encourage observers to continue to submitting their records for adjudication by the 

Rarities Committee. All these records will be included into an official database of 

accepted South African rarities for future generations to refer back to and will be 

incorporated into scientific studies.  

Here’s looking forward to seeing what 2019 has in store for us and we hope to report 

back on further exciting records next year. 

 

Trevor Hardaker 

Chairperson: BirdLife South Africa National Rarities Committee 

 


