
 

 
 
 
Candice Stevens, BirdLife South Africa’s Fiscal Benefits Project manager is hosting 
nation wide tax workshops on South Africa’s first, effective biodiversity tax incen-
tive. The Fiscal Benefits Project has successfully tested both new and historic biodi-
versity tax incentives, resulting in the inclusion of the first tax incentive into a land-
owner’s tax return at the end of 2016.  
As a result of this achievement, the Project now aims to mainstream access to sec-
tion 37D in a number of ways. This includes tax workshops to both Biodiversity 
Stewardship implementers and other Protected Area specialists as well as to finan-
cial and legal advisors and landowners.  The workshops aim to build capacity in the 
sector and to provide insight into the use of section 37D. The aim of which is to in-
crease access to South Africa’s first fiscal benefit for landowners making the con-
servation commitment to declare Protected Areas on their land. Workshops have 
been held in 4 out of the 9 provinces thus far and more are  scheduled towards the 
end of 2017. 
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The Fiscal Benefits Project has suc-

cessfully introduced South Africa’s 

first biodiversity tax incentive, sec-

tion 37D, into the conservation 

sector and is developing this to 

provide financial benefit to land-

owners declaring Protected Areas 

on their land. Tax incentives are 

still being tested at pilot sites 

across the country and these find-

ings are being mainstreamed 

through a Corporate Conservation 

Partnership.                                   

The Project is managed by  tax 

specialist, Candice Stevens.                                                  

For more information contact:                       

candice.stevens@birdlife.org.za 

www.birdlife.org.za 

This Project partners with SANBI and is 
funded by the GEF 5 Biodiversity and 

Land Use Project with seed funding from 
the WWF Nedbank Green Trust.   

It is being run in conjunction with Nation-
al Government and Biodiversity Steward-
ship and Protected Area Expansion stake-

holders. 

Tax Resources Available 

Fiscal Benefits Project tax resources are now available on the 
SANBI Biodiversity Advisor. These resources are available for 
download and constitute high-level summaries of sections 37C 
and D, as well as other basic information. They do not consti-
tute tax advice and may not be used as such.  More detailed 
information to follow. Visit: biodiversityadvisor.sanbi.org 

Photo: Candice Stevens 

© Candice Stevens 


