
 

Candice Stevens recently attended the IUCN World Conservation Congress 2016 
(WCC) held in Hawai'i, USA. The WCC  hosted over 10 000 delegates from over 180 
countries representing every field of conservation work. Candice gave presentations 
on the innovative environmental tax work of BirdLife South Africa’s Fiscal Benefits 
Project and interacted with similar initiatives from around the globe. South Africa’s 
position on the use of environmental taxes is very proactive and advanced. Candice 
was also afforded the privilege of representing the South African Biodiversity Steward-
ship community of practice by presenting how this effective conservation tool is pro-
tecting key environmental areas on privately-owned land. Part of this process involved 

active advocacy for the successful passing of the IUCN resolu-
tion defining Privately Protected Areas; emphasizing the re-
quirements of governance, longevity, and management. 
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This Project is sponsored by the WWF 

Nedbank Green Trust and is being run in 

conjunction with the WWF-SA Land and 

Biodiversity Stewardship Programme 

and other stakeholders. 

The Fiscal Benefits Project is    

determining whether the use of 

environmental tax incentives 

can provide financial benefit to 

landowners engaging in Biodiver-

sity Stewardship agreements. The 

tax incentives are being tested at  

pilot sites under a feasibility study 

to determine their effectiveness. 

The Project is managed by       

Candice Stevens  under the      

Important Bird and Biodiversity 

Areas (IBA) Programme with pilot 

sites in key IBAs.                                                  
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www.birdlife.org.za 

The Fiscal Benefits Project was recently selected as a leading inter-
national case study on innovative biodiversity finance. The French 
based research institute, IDDRI, together with the IUCN, conducted 
research on the novel tax work being done by the Fiscal Benefits 
Project in the context of Biodiversity Stewardship during July this 
year. The report showcases the globally unique approach of the 
Project which aims to create viable fiscal mechanisms that advance 
the sustainable protection of key biodiversity areas. 
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