
Engaging with SARS 
BirdLife South Africa’s Biodiversity Stew-

ardship Fiscal Benefits Project (the Fiscal Benefits 

Project) has been invited to engage with the South African Revenue Service (SARS) to 

develop an official Interpretation Note on section 37D; the tax incentive that benefits 

landowners declaring Nature Reserves through the biodiversity stewardship initiative. 

This policy document will allow for the correct, and most beneficial interpretation, of 

section 37D and is an answer to previous administrative hassles. We are very excited 

about this positive step and the impact it will have on biodiversity stewardship and tax 

nationally. 

In addition to working on national policy, the Fiscal Benefits Projects was recently 

launched at further pilot sites in the Western Cape to test the use of environmental 

taxes in the fynbos biome. These sites will directly test the 

appropriation of section 37D with local SARS branches and 

put the drafting of the new Interpretation Note to work. 

The Fiscal Benefits Project is also beginning to test other tax 

incentives that relate to ‘greening’ activities such as water 

treatment and waste removal facilities as an added benefit 

to landowners willing to make a commitment to conservation. 
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This Project is sponsored by the WWF 

Nedbank Green Trust and is being run in 

conjunction with the WWF-SA Land and 

Biodiversity Stewardship Programme and 

other stakeholders. 

The Fiscal Benefits Project is de-

termining whether the use of 

‘green’ tax incentives can provide 

financial benefit to landowners 

engaging in various Stewardship 

agreements. The tax incentives 

are being tested at pilot sites un-

der a feasibility study to deter-

mine their effectiveness. The Pro-

ject is managed by Candice Ste-

vens  under the Important Bird 

and Biodiversity Areas (IBA) Pro-

gramme with pilot sites in key 

grassland and fynbos IBAs.                               

For more information contact:                     

candice.stevens@birdlife.org.za  


