
A successful launch 
BirdLife South Africa’s Biodiversity Stew-

ardship Fiscal Benefits Project (the Fiscal Benefits 

Project) was recently launched at two pilot sites in the Grasslands IBA and the KwaZu-

lu-Natal Mistbelt Grasslands IBA respectively. Candice Stevens met with landowners 

currently part of existing Nature Reserves (NR) and Protected Environments (PE) in 

and around Wakkerstroom as well as with prospective landowners in the southern 

KZN midlands at  Blue Swallow Stewardship Sites. Findings indicate that the new tax 

incentive, successfully lobbied last year, is not only increasing landowner engagement 

in Stewardship but is also upscaling landowner commitment with regard to NR status. 

In contrast, landowners at existing sites indicated the lack of benefits under the old tax 

dispensation. These feasibility findings are being thoroughly detailed and the case 

studies they provide will give Stewardship officers a clear indication of what tools 

are at their disposal when advancing the aims of Steward-

ship. Additionally, these concrete findings will assist further 

lobbying efforts in advancing South Africa’s environmental 

taxes; a process that is already underway.  
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QUARTERLY UPDATE 

This Project is sponsored by the WWF 

Nedbank Green Trust and is being run in 

conjunction with the WWF-SA Land and 

Biodiversity Stewardship Programme and 

other stakeholders. 

The Fiscal Benefits Project is in-

vestigating the use of ‘green’ tax 

incentives to determine whether 

they may provide financial bene-

fit to landowners engaging in vari-

ous Stewardship agreements. The 

tax incentives are being tested at 

pilot sites under a feasibility study 

to determine their effectiveness. 

The Project is managed by Can-

dice Stevens  under the Important 

Bird and Biodiversity Areas (IBA) 

Programme with pilot sites in key 

grassland IBAs.                               

For more information contact:                     

Candice.stevens@birdlife.org.za 

Note on the latest tax changes:  As of 1 March 2015, the Income Tax Act was 

amended to provide a re-formulated tax incentive with regard to newly declared Nature 

Reserves. This incentive was successfully implemented through lobbying efforts by Bird-

Life South Africa and SANBI and is providing a tangible fiscal incentive for landowners. 


