
            BirdLife South Africa’s Biodiversity Stewardship Fiscal 

Benefits Project (the Fiscal Benefits Project) has a new corporate partner to test s37D, 

the income tax deduction for Nature Reserves (NRs),  at Ingula. Ingula is a high conser-

vation priority site that has pioneered a collaborative partnership between industry, 

conservation NGOs and the environment. This site will allow for the newly fledged 

s37D to be tested on a large scale; measuring its impacts on corporate industry .  The 

Fiscal Benefits Project is also going to test the appropriation of this crucial incentive 

within landowners’ tax returns, both at Ingula as well as at other Project pilot sites. 

This step is vital to ensuring that s37D may be accessed      

nation wide to bolster South Africa’s biodiversity conservation 

efforts.               
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This Project is sponsored by the WWF 

Nedbank Green Trust and is being run in 

conjunction with the WWF-SA Land and 

Biodiversity Stewardship Programme 

and other stakeholders. 

The Fiscal Benefits Project is    

determining whether the use of 

‘green’ tax incentives can provide 

financial benefit to landowners 

engaging in Biodiversity Steward-

ship agreements. The tax          

incentives are being tested at  

pilot sites under a feasibility study 

to determine their effectiveness. 

The Project is managed by       

Candice Stevens  under the      

Important Bird and Biodiversity 

Areas (IBA) Programme with pilot 

sites in key IBAs.                                                  

For more information contact:                     

candice.stevens@birdlife.org.za                 

www.birdlife.org.za 

SARS has recently reissued Binding General Ruling 24 (Ruling):     
The Ruling deals with requirements to be met under s18A of the 
Income Tax Act in order to qualify for the expense deduction set 
out in s37C(3) which pertains to Protected Environments, National 
Parks and NRs. Due to ongoing uncertainty regarding these require-
ments, SARS reissued this Ruling in February 2016. SARS’ willing-
ness to assist in advancing the effectiveness of environmental     
incentives is encouraging. 


