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Monitoring

P

re- and post-construction monitoring of birds at wind
farms is essential to:
• Document and compare the predicted versus the actual
impact of the facility,
• Identify if additional mitigation is required to reduce the
impacts, and
• Facilitate an improved understanding of the impacts of wind
energy on birds at a broader level and inform more accurate
impact assessments and sensitivity maps in the future.
BirdLife South Africa and EWT’s Best Practice Guidelines for
Avian Monitoring and Impact Mitigation are intended to bring
this monitoring in line with internationally accepted best practice and promote a consistent approach across projects. These
guidelines have been endorsed by the South African Wind
Energy Association, Eskom and CapeNature.
BirdLife South Africa can assist by reviewing proposed
monitoring methodologies and avifaunal reports to ensure that
they are in line with the Best Practice Guidelines.
To maximise the benefits of monitoring, BirdLife South
Africa is developing a library of monitoring reports and
associated data. This information will be used to improve our
understanding of the impacts and issues at a broader scale.
Developers can help the wind industry to develop in a sustainable way by sending all relevant monitoring information to
BirdLife South Africa for further analysis.

blue cranes Warwick Tarboton

Samantha Ralston

Choosing the Right Specialist

B

irdlife South Africa encourages the use of experienced avifaunal
specialists who have agreed to conduct their work in accordance with the Best Practice Guidelines. A list of these specialists
and their qualifications can be found on our website.

For more information

peregrine falcon
albert froneman

To download the resources mentioned, please visit
www.birdlife.org.za/conservation/birds-and-wind-energy
You can also contact Samantha Ralston at BirdLife South Africa
– Conservation Division:
Tel.  +27 83 673 3948  •  Fax  +27 11 789 5188
Email energy@birdlife.org.za • Website www.birdlife.org.za
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The Endangered Wildlife Trust – Wildlife & Energy Programme
can also help with more information on birds, bats and energy:
Andrew Pearson  •  Cell  074 946 1464  •  Tel.  +27 21 447 9672
Email andrewp@ewt.org.za •  Website  www.ewt.org.za

Samantha Ralston
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The considered location of a wind
farm is critical if the benefits of wind
energy are to be maximised and the
impacts on birds minimised.

chris van rooyen
bearded vulture

Introduction

T

he need for cleaner energy has resulted in a burgeoning
renewable energy industry in South Africa. At BirdLife
South Africa we acknowledge the predicted shortfall of energy
supply versus demand, as well as the inherent advantages to be
found in wind farms as a source of renewable energy.
There is however ample scientific evidence to show that
poorly located wind turbines can be hazardous to birds and
their habitats.

The Challenge

P

oorly located wind turbines can cause three major problems
for birds:
• Disturbance (scaring birds away from their roosting, nesting
or feeding sites),
• Displacement through loss or damage to bird habitat, and
• Mortality as a result of collisions with turbine blades or towers.

Responsible Development

B

irdLife South Africa urges the budding wind energy industry to develop in an environmentally responsible manner.
We encourage and support wind developers to:
1. Locate wind farms in areas where conflicts with birds can be
minimised,
2. Adequately assess and mitigate potential impacts on birds,
3. Monitor and report the actual impacts on birds (and, if necessary, implement additional mitigation measures to reduce
unanticipated negative impacts).
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Location

T

he considered location of a
wind farm is critical if the
benefits of wind energy are to
be maximised and the impacts
on birds minimised. BirdLife
South Africa and the Endangered Wildlife Trust’s (EWT)
Avian Wind Farm Sensitivity
Map gives an indication of
the geographic areas in South
Africa where the establishgreater flamingo albert froneman
ment of wind farms is likely
to have a negative impact on birds. This map is not intended as a
decision-making tool and it does not replace the need for detailed
impact assessment, but it can help screen possible locations for
wind farms.
BirdLife South Africa seeks to proactively avoid conflict between
wind energy and birds. By using available information (including
the Sensitivity Map) we can help developers screen sites for any
obvious red flags to development.

Impact Assessment

M

inimising the potential impacts of wind energy on birds
requires objective, structured and scientifically rigorous
impact assessment by an avifaunal specialist. BirdLife South
Africa and EWT’s Minimum Requirements for Avifaunal Impact
Assessment for Wind Energy Facilities set the minimum requirements for impact assessment and help guide the scope of the
specialist study.
These requirements are in line with international best practice and are closely linked to the Best Practice Guidelines for
Avian Monitoring and Impact Mitigation (see overleaf).
To accommodate the significant seasonal variance in the
presence and behaviour of some species, data should be collected over all four seasons. The length of each site visit should
be informed by the sensitivity of the avifauna and the size of the
development. BirdLife South Africa encourages developers and
project managers to make time and financial provision for this.
It is important that impact assessments consider the potential
cumulative impacts on avifauna. BirdLife South Africa can
assist by giving an indication of what other developments have
been proposed in an area.
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