BIRD OF THE YEAR 2018
CURRENT CONSERVATION EFFORTS
Hi, it’s me again, Rocky the African Black Oystercatcher (Oyk). I am so thankful for the work done by the Oystercatcher
Conservation Progamme (OCP). If it weren’t for them, my Oyk friends and I would still have been in big trouble!
I’m sure Sandy, the White-fronted Plover (Plover) is also thankful because the OCP’s hard work has created better
conditions for all shorebird species. Unfortunately, this project ended some time ago, and there is more work to
be done. We are still vulnerable to human disturbance, especially with the growing tourism numbers.

So what are the current conservation efforts?
One great initiative worth mentioning is the #ShareTheShores campaign. It is run by the
Nature’s Valley Trust (NVT), in collaboration with BirdLife South Africa and BirdLife Plettenberg
Bay. They show people how easy it can be to use the beach without disturbing us birds so that
we can all co-exist. NVT did several studies to ﬁnd out how people and dogs affect the breeding
success of beach breeding birds like us Oyks and Plovers and also the more adaptable Kelp
Gulls. The studies helped NVT to create education and awareness material to help reduce the
impact of nest disturbance by people and their dogs.

It’s working! People are part of the solution, isn’t that wonderful!

These are some of the conservation solutions the NVT came up with:
Info boards at beach entrances tell
people more about how they can
lessen their impact on the beaches
and help shore breeding birds.

Helped develop the beach
rezoning policy for dogs
on the local beaches in
Plettenberg Bay.

Training other groups
along the Western Cape coast
to do similar programs.

Social media posts and local
press awareness material.

Nesting area signs 30m away from
nests to tell people where the nests
are so that they can keep their distance.

#ShareTheShores is spreading!

Monitor nests, and ring chicks in
partnership w ith SAFRING. NVT
and other ringers along the coast
make use of colour rings using
different colours to represent
various regions. This helps scientist
to monitor the movement of birds.

Various bird clubs, conservancies and private and provincial nature reserves
along the coastline are rolling out the program, with the assistance of NVT.

