
BIRD OF THE YEAR 2018
AFRICAN BLACK OYSTERCATCHER
 - AMBASSADOR FOR SHOREBIRDS

ROCKY 
African Black Oystercatcher 
Haematopus moquini

Rocky’s population numbers increased recently because of very effective conservation 
efforts. Have a look at the Fact Sheets about Conservation to find out more. Oyks were 
not the only birds that benefited from this. Many more shorebird species have reaped the 
benefits of Oystercatcher Conservation. Some of these species benefited because they 
have a lot in common to Oyks, but there are still differences in the way they live and do 
things. Continued efforts to raise awareness, using oyks, will benefit these and other 
species. Read the Fact Sheet about Rocky’s Life History to remind yourself again how 
and where Oyks feed and how and where they make their nests. Then come back and 
spot the differences and similarities with these birds that share the same environment.  

IUCN Status:  Least Concern
Threats:  Suffocation and entanglement from pollution (oil, plastic bags and fishing lines).
Behaviour:  Monogamous, usually in colonies of several hundreds. Breed on Southern African coasts between September and February.
Habitat:  Harbours, bays, inlets, estuaries, beaches and rocky shores.
Forage area:  Usually foraging within 10 km of the shore. May forage and roost in near-coastal inland habitats (lagoons, rivers, wetlands).
Diet:  Crustaceans, molluscs, fish and marine and terrestrial invertebrates, frequently robs other sea birds of food. 
Also scavenges refuse, sewage and carrion. 
Breeding Sites:  on sea cliffs, rocky outcrops, offshore islands, low sandy, pebbly or rocky beaches, estuaries and sandbanks.  
Nest:  Bulky, dried plants or seaweed on bare rock, sand or mud in well-vegetated site at the base of bushes, trees or rocks.
Nesting Defense behaviour:  Aggressive mobbing behaviour when intruders approach nests.

White-fronted Plover
Charadrius marginatus

IUCN Status:  Least Concern
Threats:  Habitat loss, nest disturbance by tourists and off-road vehicles.
Behaviour:  Monogamous. When non-breeding, they move in pairs or small flocks. Common resident of South Africa
Habitat:  sandy beaches, coastal dunes, rocky shores and estuaries and inland rivers and pans with sandy shores, off-shore islands.
Forage area:  Upper Intertidal zone
Diet:  Polychaete worms, snails, crustaceans.
Breeding Sites:  Breeding pairs are solitary and territorial, although nests can be close together. Feed during day, 
but may feed during bright moonlit nights.
Nest:  Shallow scrape in sand, above high-water mark, on dunes and sandbars. 
Nest Defense Behaviour:  Eggs and chicks are well camouflaged. Adult will pretend to have a broken wing to lure predator away. 
Chicks hide when in danger.
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Damara Tern
Sternula balaenarum

Kelp Gull
Larus dominicanus

IUCN Status:  Least Concern
Threats:  Sensitive to disturbance on beaches (e.g. from recreational activities and free-running dogs).
Behaviour:  Monogamous, non-breeding migrant from Arctic tundra, in South Afrcia September and October. 
Usually found in small, very active flocks running close to tidal zone and around washed-up kelp.
Habitat:  Open sandy beaches and rocky shores, less often in estuaries.
Forage area:  Feed on invertebrate prey buried in the sand in the upper intertidal zone edge of the tidal zone – follows the water’s edge.
Diet:  Shrimps, small molluscs, polychaete worms, insects and washed-up fish and invertebrate scraps.

Sanderling
Calidris alba

IUCN Status:  Critically Endangered
Threats:  Human disturbance around nesting sites. The ban of off-road driving has benefited them greatly.
Behaviour:  Monogomous, breed in Namibia and Cape coast during September to April.
Partial migrant (migrate North into Africa in non-breeding season).
Habitat:  Coastlines, bays, estuaries, lagoons and salt pans.
Forage area:  Feed in shallow, inshore waters of bays, estuaries, lagoons and salt pans and in surf zone.
Diet:  Small fish and squid
Breeding Sites:  Colonies of up to 40 pairs. On gravel and stony plains, salt pans and dunes, sometime 
sheltered bays, often several kms inland. Avoids beach areas with predators.
Nest:  Eggs are laid in non-descript scrape, sometimes lined with shell chips or small stones.
Nesting Defense behaviour:  Protect nest aggressively, dive bombing intruders (mobbing).


